A  V  I  E  W 

OF  THE 

iperktneau  Clcftncttp, 

OR, 

AN  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  INFLUENCE 

■  METALLIC  TRACTORS, 

FOUNDED  ON  A 

NEWLY-DISCOVERED 


PRINCIPLE  in  NATURE , 


And  employed  as  a  Remedy  in  many  painful  Inflammatory 

Diseases ,  as  _ 


RHEUMATISM, 

GOUT, 

QUINSY, 


PLEURISY, 
TUMEFACTIONS, 
SCALDS,  BURNS, 


And  a  Variety  of  other  topical  Complaints ; 


WITH 


&  Eebteto 

Of  Mr.  P  erk ins’s  late  Pamphlet  on  the  Subjecl ; 

TO  WHICH  IS  ADDED, 

AN  APPENDIX, 


Containing  a  Variety  of  Experiments,  made  in  London,  Bath > 
Bristol ,  &c.  with  a  view  of  afcertaining  the  efficacy 

of  this  Prattice. 


-  - 

By  CHARLES  CUNNINGHAM  LANGWORTHY,  Surgeon, 


OF  BATH. 


Oppofe  no  principle,  becaufe  ’tis  new, 

But  firft  examine  if  the  thing  be  true  : 
Up  to  its  fource  each  novel  fcience  trace, 
If  falfe,  rejeft  it,  but  if  true,  embrace. 
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%o  tf)e  ftcafcer. 


THE  recent  death  of  a  dear  and  ajfeElionate 
Brother ,  to  attend  on  whom 9  during  his  sickness ,  was 
my  first  inducement  for  continuing  at  Bristol ,  toge¬ 
ther  with  other  circumstances ,  which  have  occurred 
since  the  following  sheets  were  printed  off \  have  de¬ 
termined  me  to  fix  my  residence  at  Bath . 

Having  more  than  once ,  in  the  subsequent  pages 3 
mentioned  my  intention  of  residing  at  Bristol \  this 
information  becomes  necessary  to  the  reader. 

At  Bath  I  shall  devote  my  time  and  attention  to  the 
Metallic  Practice,  and  on  the  same  terms  as  I  had 
proposed  when  at  Bristol. 

;i  - 

Mr.  Perkins  having  engaged  to  furnish  me  regu¬ 
larly  with  his  Traylors ,  I  shall  be  enabled  to  supply 
any  applicants  who  may  be  disposed  to  keep  them  in 
their  families ;  they  also  may  be  had  of  Mrs. 
Langworthy ,  Dowry  Square ,  Bristol  Hotwells. 

The  price  of  them ,  as  sold  by  Mr.  Perkins  in  Lon¬ 
don ,  is  Five  Guineas  per  Set. 

The  place  of  my  residence  may  be  known  by  in¬ 
quiring  at  the  Pump-Room. 

CHARLES  C.  LANGWORTHY* 


Bath%  September ?  1798. 
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Perkinean  EleElricity ,  &c. 


rp 

X  HE  SCIENCE,  to  which  the  appellation  of 
Perkinean  Electricity  has  been  given,  is  a  method 
of  curing  a  variety  of  topical  difeafes,  by  drawing 
over  the  parts  affe&ed,  certain  pieces  of  pointed 
metals,  which  Dr.  Perkins,  of  North  America, 
fometime  fince,difcovered  to  poffefs  an  influence 
on  the  human  frame,  the  effefls  of  which  are  fo 
extraordinary,  that  the  public  cannot  be  called 
upon  to  credit  them,  without  being  invited  to  the 

This  difcovery  (like  all  thofe  which  interfere 
with  eftablifhed  prejudices)  on  its  firft  annunci¬ 
ation,  was  treated  as  mere  quackery,  and  its 
author  confidered  by  the  generality  of  profef- 
fional  men,  to  whom  his  chara&er  was  unknown, 
as  a  maniac  or  an  impoftor.  Convinced  however 
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of  its  reality  and  efficacy,  he  perfevered  in  his 
praflice '  unawed,  and  foon  placed  its  reputation 
above  the  ridicule  of  the  incredulous  and  the 
abufe  of  the  envious. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Douglas  Perkins,  a  fon  of 
the  Difcoveror,  and  who  affifled  him  in  extending 
the  praftice  over  the  United  States,  croffed  the 
Atlantic  in  the  fpring  of  the  prefent  year,  for  the 
purpofe  of  its  eflablifhment  in  England;  and, 
having  myfelf  made  a  voyage  to  America  and 
contra&ed  an  intimacy  with  Mr.  Perkins,  I  re¬ 
turned  to  my  native  country  in  his  company. 

■v 

Having  received  a  regular  furgical  education, 
and  intending  to  fettle  in  the  profeffion  in  fome 
part  "of  England,  Mr.  Perkins  (who  confines 
himfelf  to  London*)  folicited  me  to  combine  his 
praflice  with  my  own.  The  cures  I  had  witneffed 
during  my  refidence  in  America,  and  the  fuccefs- 
ful  experiments  I  had  made  in  London  after  my 
return,  determined  me  to  comply  with  his  folici- 
tation;  and  circumftances,  not  neceffary  to  men- 
tion,  having  induced  me  to  fettle  at  Briflol,  I  take 
this  method  of  announcing  that  determination. 

.  When 

*  He  reticles  in  Leicefter-Square,  No.  18. 


When  firft  I  conne&ed  myfelf  with  Mr.  Per¬ 
kins,  the  hiftory  of  the  oppofitions  which  every 
difcovery  in  natural  philofophy,  and  in  the  heal¬ 
ing  art  in  particular,  has  ever  had  to  encounter 
from  prejudice  and  ignorance,  afforded  me  ample 
proof,  that  wherever  I  might  commence  my 
praQice,  it  would  meet  with  difcouragement 
from  a  certain  defcription  of  profeffional  men  ; 
and  that  I  fhould  have  difficulties  both  moral 
and  phyfical  to  contend  with,  which  Time  only, 
by  enabling  Truth  to  affert  its  fuperiority  over 
Falsehood ,  could  overcome.  And  it  has  proved 
as  I  expected;  for,  although  I  have  hitherto  had 
little  opportunity  of  promulgating  the  pra&ice  or 
of  procuring  patients,  fome  dogmatical  pharma- 
copolifts  are  already  launching  againfl:  me  the 
arrows  of  tradudion,  and  others,  I  am  informed, 
who  apprehend  that  their  craft  will  be  affe£ted  by 
the  difcovery,  have  their  quivers  full  and  their 
bows  bent  to  attack  me  when  time  fhall  ferve. 

Others  I  have  found  (men  of  learning,  talents 
and  liberality)  whofe  third;  after  Truth  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  whofe  defire  to  afcertain  the  foundation 

of  the  pretenfions  in  queftion,  have  induced 

*  / 
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diem,  to  take  much  trouble  to  procure  me  fit 
fubje&s,  and  even  to  recommend  their  patients 
to  my  pra&ice. 

To  these  I  offer  my  grateful  thanks,  as  a  tribute 
juftly  due  to  their  candor  and  magnanimity  of 
mind. 

Having  premifed  thus  much,  I  fhall  proceed  to 
ftate  the  complaints  in  which  the  pra&ice  has  been 
found  beneficial  by  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Per¬ 
kins  and  many  other  Phyficians  and  natural  Ex- 
perimentalifts  of  the  United  States;  and  add  a 
few  of  the  cafes  in  which  Mr.  Perkins  and  myfelf 
have  fucceeded  in  England. 

Among  the  former,  are 
Chronic  and  Inflammatory  Rheumatifms, 
Inflammatory  Gout, 

Quinfy  and  Inflammatory  fwellings  of  the  Throat, 
Inflammation  of  the  Eyes, 

Ringworms,  Tetters,  Whitlows,  and  Eryfipelas, 
Boils  and  Phlegmonic  Inflammations, 

Pains,  tumefa&ion  and  inflammation  produced 
by  the  stings  of  poisonous  inscfts. 


Tumefaftion 
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Tumefa&ion  and  Inflammation  produced  by  con¬ 
tusion, , 

Scalds  and  Burns, 

Spafmodic  Affe£tions, 

Epileptic  Fits, 

Rickets, 

Sprains  in  the  Limbs, 

Nervous  Fevers, 

Pleurify, 

Tooth- Ache, 

Nervous  Head-Ache, 

Locked-jaw, 

Pains  in  the  Breaft,  Back,  Ears,  Sc c.  (a.) 

Thefe 

(a.)  The  experiments  by  which  the  efficacy  of  this  prac¬ 
tice,  in  the  difeafes  above  enumerated,  has  been  afcertained, 
were  made  by  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  phyffcians,  and 
natural  experimentalifts  of  the  United  States  ;  and  may 
be  feen  at  length  in  a  pamphlet  entitled,  “  The  Influence  of 
Metallic  Tra&ors  on  the  Human  Body,  by  B,  D.  Perkins, 
A.  M.”  publilhed  by  Johnfon,  London,  and  fold  by  Bulgin 
and  Sheppard,  Briftol ;  and  Cruttwell,  Bath. 

I  have  been  informed,  that  fome  of  the  perfons,  to  whom 
I  have  before  adverted,  have  even  ventured  to  aflert,  that 
thefe  experiments  are  not  authentic  *,  but  have  been  fabri¬ 
cated  in  London  by  Mr,  Perkins,  for  the  purpofe  of  deluffon. 


Mr, 
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Thefe  are  the  difeafes  in  which  the  Perkinean 
operation  has  been  found  beneficial  in  America, 
and  I  fhall  now  fhortly  notice  fuch  as  have  fallen 
within  the  praflice  of  Mr.  Perkins  and  myfelf 

i  ' 

fmce  our  arrival  in  England. 

During  my  refidence  in  London,  after  my  re¬ 
turn  from  America,  we  fucceeded  in  the  cure 
of  chronic  and  inflammatory  Rheumatifms  almofl 
without  number,  and  fome  of  the  former  of  feveral 
years  duration. 

.  ' 

'  V; 

Mr.  Perkins  afforded  perfeft  relief  to  a  Lady 
who  had  for  three  years  been  afflidled  with  a 

*  r 

violent 

’  *  9  *  'a  ‘  •  V 

*' 

Mr.  Perkins  is  known  to  be  a  man  of  honor  and  integrity. 
In  his  own  country,  he  aftociated  with  men  of  letters  and 
fcience,  and  brought  with  him  recommendations  which, 
added  to  his  own  manners  and  condud,  have  fecured  him 
a  fimilar  fociety  in  England  .  He  is  juft  as  incapable  of  fuch 
an  artifice  as  his  calumniators  are  of  acknowledging  the  truth, 
when  that  truth  oppofes  their  intereft. 

Mod  of  the  experiments  he  has  printed,  have  been  pub- 
lifhedin  the  American  newfpapcrs,  which  are  regularly  fent 
to  various  parts  of  England.  I  have  in  my  pofleftion  an 
American  pamphlet  from  which  they  were  copied,  and 
many  of  the  M.  S.  communications,  are  in  the  hands  of  Mr, 
Perkins  in  London. 


•  9 
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violent  pain  in  the  fide  and  back,  fuppofed  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty  who  attended  her,  to 
proceed  from  a  disease  of  the  liver }  and  I  was  fuc- 
cefsful  in  two  cafes  of  Quinfy  and  fome  Inflam¬ 
mations  in  the  Eyes,  feveral  cafes  of  Inflamma¬ 
tory  Gout,  and  fome  of  tumefa&ion  and  inflam¬ 
mation  from  contufion. 

At  Bath,  during  a  fliort  flay  there,  I  removed 
an  inflammatory  gout  in  the  foot,  a  chronic  rheu- 
matifm  in  the  jaws  and  neck ;  and  accidentally 
gave  relief  to  a  Clergyman  about  eight  and  twenty 
years  of  age.  in  a 

CASE  OF 

HEMIPLEGIA, 

By  an  effect  so  singular  and  unexpected,  that  I  shall 

state  it  at  length. 

This  gentleman  about  three  years  ago  fuddenly 
loft  his  fpeech,  and  the  ufe  of  his  right  arm,  fide, 
thigh,  and  leg. 

•  '  •  f  ,  ’ 

It  was  early  in  the  night  that  he  was  thus  at¬ 
tacked,  and  while  in  bed,  from  which  he  was 

unable 
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unable  to  remove.  He  however  contrived  to 
ring  the  bell*  and  procure  afliftance.  A  phy- 
fician  was  called  in  who  adminiftered  medicine. 
By  the  morning  he  partly  recovered  his  fpeech ; 
but  the  whole  of  his  right  fide  remained  ufelefs, 
unattended  with  pain.  A  few  days  afterwards, 
violent  pains  came  on  in  the  mufeles  of  the  back, 
but  without  giving  any  relief  to  the  torpidity  of 
the  limbs.  Thefe  continued  for  a  confiderable 
time  and  then  fubfided  ;  thus  he  remained  nearly 
three  years,  with  his  fpeech  imperfeft,  his  right 
arm,  fide,  thigh,  and  leg  fo  ufelefs,  that  he  could 
neither  turn  in  his  bed,  drefs,  undrefs  himfelf, 
or  walk  without  afliftance,  and  his  back  fubjeft 
to  alternate  pain  and  eafe.  He  had  reforted  for 
relief  to  the  various  watering  places,  and  to 
Phyficians  refiding  near  them,  and  was  at  this 
time  at  Bath,  with  a  fimilar  view.  Having  read 
Mr.  Perkins’s  pamphlet,  and  heard  that  I  had  re¬ 
cently  cured  a  fevere  Rheumatifm  by  virtue  of 
the  Traftors,  he  applied  to  me. 

.  He  was,  at  this  period,  as  to  his  limbs  and  right 
fide  in  the  fituation  I  have,  defcribed,  and  had 
violent  pains  in  the  dorfel  mufeles  and  the  lower 


regions 


regions  of  the  back,  but  unattended  with  inflam, 
mation  or  tumefa&ion.  I  told  him  that  it  was 
possible  my  operating  on  his  back  might  give 
him  eafe,  but  that  I  had  no  hope  of  producing 
any  beneficial  effeHs  on  his  limbs,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  fuffering  under  Palfy,  a  cafe  in 
which  the  Perkinean  operation  had  never  fuc- 
ceeded  in  America.  He  was  then  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Horton,  an  Apothecary  of  high  re¬ 
putation  and  extenfive  pra&ice,  who  had  at¬ 
tended  him  for  about  three  months  without 
affording  him  any  relief.  I  did  not  at  that  time 
cxprefs  any  defire  to  try  the  effe&s  of  the  Trac¬ 
tors,  and  left  him  without  any  experiment. 

The  next  day  he  fent  for  me  again,  he  was 
now  in  bed,  and  the  pains  in  his  back  were  more 
violent  than  ufual.  This  determined  him  to 
try  the  Tra6tors. 

The  feat  of  the  pain  was  the  oblique  mufcles 
of  his  back,  on  both  Tides  the  dorfel  and  lunv 
bar  vertebrae. 

I  began  the  operation  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
lumbar  vertebrae,  by  drawing  the  inftruments 

from 


from  the  latiflimus  dorfi,  down  the  glutaei  and 
the  courfe  of  the  fartorius  and  the  femoral  nerves, 
which  I  continued  for  about  ten  minutes;  when 
he  declared  himfelf  much  eafier.  After  my  con¬ 
tinuing  the  operation  about  five  minutes  longer, 
he  faid  he  was  perfe&ly  at  eafe ;  and,  to  my 
aftonifhment  as  well  as  his  own ,  he  could  contraH 
and  extend  his  right  thigh  and  leg,  with  great  faci¬ 
lity.  He  got  out  of  bed  and  walked  about  the 
room  without  the  affiftance  even  of  a  ftaff ; 
and  could  alfo  make  ufe  of  his  right  arm.  This 
was  about  twelve  o’clock  at  noon.  The  next  day 
at  the  fame  hour  I  vifited  him  again.  He  ftilj 
retained  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  had  experienced 
no  return  of  pain.  I  repeated  my  operation, 
beginning  as  high  up  the  back  as  the  trapezius, 
and  continuing  it  down  the  courfe  I  had  before 
taken,  to  the  vafius  internus. 

The  {kin  of  his  back  aflumed  a  rednefs,a  warm 
glow  took  place  in  his  thigh  and  leg,  and  his 
fpeechwas  perceptibly  better.  He  got  up  and,  in- 
ftead  of  being  as  ufual  wheeled  in  a  chair,  to  the 
amazement  of  his  friends,  walked  to  the  pump- 
room.  He  confidered  himfelf  cured,  and  was  fo 

much 
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much  elated  at  the  idea  that  he  went  to  the  The¬ 
atre  :  at  the  conclufion  of  the  play  it  rained,  and 
being  unable  to  procure  a  fedan,  he  walked  to 
his  lodgings  at  the  Lamb  Inn. 

This  unfortunate  circumftance  renewed  the 
.  * 

pains  in  his  back  as  violently  as  ever.  I  opera¬ 
ted  on  him  again  and  after  a  few  minutes  his 

» 

back  appeared  much  inflamed,  and  in  lefs  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  he  was  feftoredto  perfeft  eafe. 

I  repeated  my  operations  every  day  for  about  a 
fortnight,  during  which  time  he  gained  ftrength 
rapidly, his fpeech daily  improved, his  palfiedlimbs 
reaffumed  their  natural  warmth,  and  every  opera- 
tionproduced  a  general  glow  over  his  whole  body. 

At  this  period,  the  illnefs  of  a  relation  at  Clifton 
called  me  thither,  and  about  a  fortnight  ago 
(which  was  nearly  fix  weeks  after  I  left  Bath)  the 
Clergyman  called  on  me,  and  was  (to  ufe  his  own 
exprefhon)  <c  quite  a  new  man” 

He  fpent  the  afternoon  with  me,  drank  plenti¬ 
fully  of  wine,  and  converfed  freely,  by  which  I 

perceived 


perceived  that  his  fpeech,  though  ftill  defeftive, 
was  abundantly  improved.  W e  walked  to  the 
York  Hotel  where  we  fupped,  and  from  thence 
to  Sion  Houfe  where  he  flept,  and  he  neither 
ufed  my  arm  nor  a  ftaff,  but  walked  unaffifted 
with  much  eafe.  (a 

♦  During 

(a.)  The  firft  attack  which  this  gentleman  experienced, 
had  certainly  all  the  appearance  of  an  Hemiplegia,  or  what 
is  commonly  called  a  £c  paralitic  ftroke  of  half  the  body.” 
It  had  been  fo  confidered  by  all  the  medical  men  he  had  con- 
fulted  *,  and  it  presented  itfelf  to  me  in  a  fimilar  point  of 
view.  Many  experiments  have  been  made  on  palfy,  by 
Dr.  Perkins  and  feveral  other  Phyficians  in  America,  who 
have  adopted  his  pra&ice,  none  of  which  were  attended 
with  fuccels  ;  and  the  unexpected  effeCts  produced  by  me  in 
this  cafe,  have  given  rife  to  various  fpeculations  in  my  mind, 
fome  of  which,  with  all  the  deference  due  from  fo  young 
a  man,  to  the  fuperior  talents,  learning,  and  experience  of 
older  and  abler  praCtioners,  I  fhall  prefume  flightly  to  notice. 

Palfy  has  been  confidered  by  fome  as  merely  a  diminution 
of  nervous  energy,  and  by  others  as  not  a  mere  diminu¬ 
tion  of  this  energy,  but  the  refult  of  fome  orgafm,  fome 
violent  conculfion  and  injury  of  the  nerves  and  mufcles 
themfelves,  by  which  they  are  rendered  infufceptible  of 
receiving  and  retaining  this  energy.  If  the  former  prefump- 
tion  be  true,  the  deficiency  of  nervous  influence  in  the  para¬ 
litic  limbs,  might  be  fupplied  by  the  Perkinean  Operation, 
cither  through  the  hands  of  the  operator,  or  by  condufting  it 
from  the  found  part  of  the  body  along  the  courfe  of  the 
nerves,  leading  to  the  partaffeCled  :  or  an  equilibrium  might 

be 


i 


1 5 

r 

During  a  week’s  refidence  at  Clifton,  I  have 
made  feveral  fuccefsful  experiments  in  chronic 
and  inflammatory  Rheumatifms,  and  inflamma¬ 
tory  Sore  Throats,  and  have  given  much  relief 
in  a  cafe  of  much  more  important  nature,  which 
being  new  in  the  rerkinean  practice,  and  a  happy 
difcovery  in  the  healing  art,  I  fhall  give  pretty 
much  at  length.  It  is  no  lefs  than 

/  AN 

be  re {lo red  by  the  furrounding  atmofphere,  which  is  con„ 
fidered  to  be  pervaded  by  this  influence  (a.)  and  from 
whence  it  is  acquired  by  the  nervous  fyflem.  Were  the  for¬ 
mer  prefumption  true,  I  then  fay  palfy  might  be  cured  by 
one,  or  fome,  or  all  of  thefe  means,  as  feems  to  have  taken 
place  in  the  cafe  which  I  have  juft  hated.  But  fhould  the 
latter  prefumption  be  the  juft  one,  neither  of  thefe  means  can 
be  expe&ed  fpeedily  to  produce  any  beneficial  effects  ;  for 
the  nerves  muft  be  reftored  to  their  natural  or  original 
fanity,  before  they  can  retain  the  influence  neceffary  to 
health,  however  that  influence  may  be  communicated. 

Prefuming  this  latter  to  be  the  true  theory  of  palfy,  it 
cannot  be  expe&ed,  nor  is  it  pretended,  that  the  Perkinean 
Operation  can  give  relief,  in  general,  to  perfons  affli&ed 
with  this  melancholy  difeafe ;  and  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
Perkins,  and  others  in  America,  have  manifefted  that  no 
fuch  relief  can  be  given  in  that  country.  Query  then, 
whence  the  beneficial  effefls  produced  in  the  cafe  of  the 

Clergyman  ? 

(a,)  See  page  21  and  the  Appendix. 

V/'  . 
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AN  ARREST  AND  CURE 

OF  A 

MORTIFICATION  or  GANGRENE, 

In  one  of  the  Extremities. 

|  ■  a  '  ^  ^ 

A  Lady  about  fourteen  years  ago,  diflocated 
her  ankle,  and  a  redu&ion  was  neglected;  it 
however  recovered  its  (Length  fufficiently  to  en¬ 
able  her  to  walk.  About  (ix  months  ago,  a  violent 
inflammation  and  tumefaction  of  the  ankle  (which 
(he  fuppofed  to  be  the  confequence  of  taking 

cold)  attended  with  much  pain,  came  on,  and  con¬ 
tinued 

Clergyman  ?  Does  the  variation  of  climate  in  this  country 
and  in  that,  make  a  difference  in  the  difeafe,  or  in  the  modus 
operandi  of  the  Tra&ors  ?  ( a.) 

Was 

(a.)  It  has  been  clearly  afcertained  by  Dr.  Perkins,  that 
his  operation  fucceeds  much  better  and  more  rapidly  in  win¬ 
ter  than  in  fummer.  In  the  former  feafon,  violent  inflam¬ 
matory  Rheumatifms  are  cured,  or  much  abated,  in  the 
courfe  of  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  In  the  latter 
feafon,  it  is  necefiary  to  continue  the  operation  confiderably 
longer  to  produce  any  beneficial  effe&s.  In  either  feafon, 
perfpiration  on  the  hand  of  the  operator,  or  any  oily  fub- 
flance  on  the  feat  of  pain,  completely  prevents  all  beneficial 
effefts,  and  the  inftruments  fucceed  better  in  the  hands  of 
fome  operators,  than  in  thofe  of  others,  in  proportion  per¬ 
haps,  as  -fuch  operators  are  more  or  lefs  impregnated  with 
eleflricity. 
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tinued  from  that  period  to  the  time  when  I  firft 
faw  her.  The  hot-waters  of  Bath,  fea- bathing, 

and  every  application  which  many  ingenious 

C  furgeons 

Was  the  Rheumatifm  in  the  back  (produced  according  to 
the  Perkinean  Theory,  by  a  luperabundance  of  nervous  in¬ 
fluence  there  collefted)  and  the  conducing  of  that  fuperabun- 
dance  along  thecourfe  of  the  nerves  into  the  paralytic  limbs, 
and  thus  reftoring  an  equilibrium,  the  caufe  of  the  cure  ? 
And  if  fo,  might  not  beneficial  effeffs  be  produced  in  this 
difeafe,  by  artificially  colle&ing  that  influence  in  found  parts 
of  the  body,  by  application  of  cantharides,  cauftics,  or  other 
ftimulants,  and  conducing  it  from  thence  into  the  paralytic 
limbs,  and  thus  reftoring  the  deficiency  of  that  influence  in 
thefe  parts  ?  ( a.) 

There  are  other  topical  difeafes  arifing  perhaps  from  an  or- 
gafm  of  the  nerves,  in  which  the  metallic  operation  produ¬ 
ces  no  beneficial  effefts.  Of  thefe,  pains  in  the  joints  and 
mufcles,  attendant  upon  motion  only,  are  the  moil  prominent. 

A  cafe  of  this  fort  prcfented  itfelf  a  few  days  ago, — A 
man  who  when  at  rest  was  perfe&ly  at  eafe,  was  on  the  flighted, 
motion  of  the  joints  of  'his  knees  and  mufcles  of  his  legs, 
affli&ed  with  very  violent  pains  in  thofe  parts,  (unattended 
with  inflammation  or  tumefaflion)  which  again  fubfided  on 
the  inftant  of  ceffation  from  motion. 

(a.)  After  the  above  was  in  the  prefs,  Mr.  Andrews  (for  that 
is  the  Clergyman’s  name)  with  a  benevolence  that  does  him 
honor,  gave  me  permiffion  to  make  this  public  ule  of 
his  name,  and  he  purpofes  to  iubmit  to  the  experiments  I 
have  here  fuggefted. 

I  operated 
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furgeons  and  phyficians  could  fuggeft,  had  been 
reforted  to  in  vain  :  and  a  black  fpot,  affuming 
all  the  fymptoms  of  mortification,  or  gangrene, 
made  its  appearance  on  the  infide  of  the  foot. 
It  rapidly  increafed  to  a  fize  larger  than  that  of 
a  crown  piece,  and  fhe  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  fubmit  to  an  amputation,  to  which  fhe  had 
been  advifed;  when  an  eminent  furgeon  from 
Ireland  who  vifited  her,  and  with  whom  I  was  ac¬ 
quainted,  advifed  her  to  try  my  practice.  She 
confented.  I  applied  the  Tra&ors  to  her  ankle, 
which  was  fo  inflamed  that  fhe  could  fcarcely 
bear  their  flighted:  touch,  but  which  received 
eafe  from  them  in  a  few  minutes.  The  next  day 
I  repeated  the  application,  the  tumefa&ion  and 
inflammation  abated  confiderably,  and  the  pro- 

grefs 

loperated  on  him  feveral  days  fucce  (lively,  and  continued 
the  operations  much  longer  than  is  ufually  necefTary  to 
give  eafe  in  inflammatory  or  chronic  Rheumatifms,  without 
being  able  to  afford  him  the  fmalle ft  relief. 

In  thefe  cafes,  as  well  as  in  palfy,  there  are,  perhaps,  fome 
conftitutional  defefts  in  the  organs,  which  when  at  reft 
are  unperceived;  but  when  thofe  organs  are  called  on  to  per¬ 
form  their  functions  they  either  entirely  refufe,  as  in  palfy,  or, 
as  in  the  latter  cafe,  confent  with  relu&ance  and  pain. 


> 
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grefs  of  the  gangrene  appeared  to  be  completely 
arrefted.  I  have  continued  to  operate  on  her 
feveral  fucceflive  days,  the  inflammation  is  en¬ 
tirely  removed,  the  tumefadion  nearly  fo,  and 
the  morbid  fpot  reduced  to  a  fize  lefs  than  that 

of  a  fix-pence.  She  is  now  able  to  walk  about 

\ 

without  pain,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  operation  will  fpeedily  perfed  a  cure. 

After  a  ftatement  of  thefe  extraordinary  effed's, 
it  may  be  expeded  that  I  fhould  fay  fomething 
of  the  theory  or  principle  upon  which  fuch  effeds 
are  fuppofed  to  be  produced. 

Neither  the  numerous  and  curious  fads  which 
have  occurred  in  aerial  eledricity,  nor  the  mo¬ 
dern  fcience  of  Galvanifm  or  animal  eledricity, 
have  as  yet  enabled  their  purfuers  to  eftablifli 

any  fatisfadory  theory  on  their  phenomena  ;  nor 
has  Dr.  Perkins  as  yet  publiflied  any  theory  upon 
which  the  effeds  produced  by  his  difcovery  may 
be  accounted  for.  Various  fpeculations  however 
of  other  men  of  fcience,  have  fallen  under  my 
obfervation,  and  I  fhall  briefly  notice  the  molt 
prevailing. 

C  2  It 


20 


It  had  long  been  fufpefled  by  fpeculative  phi- 
lofophers,  that  the  bodies  of  animals  poffefled  a 
fluid  analagous  to  Ele6tricity.  and  the  difcovery 
of  Profeflor  Galvani,  and  the  experiments  of 
Dr.  Valli,  Dr.  Fowler,  and  other  purfuers  of  the 
Galvanic  fcience,feem  to  have  afcertained  that  an 
influence  pervades  the  animal  ceconomy,  which, 
though  not  perfe&ly  analagous  to  Ele&ricity, 
yet  approaches  it  in  many  inftances,  and  may 
be  confidered  as  a  modification  of  that  influence. 
To  this  influence  thefe  experimentalifts,  dif- 
covering  it  as  they  believed,  to  differ  from  Elec¬ 
tricity,  and  knowing  not  what  elfe  to  denominate 
it,  have  given  the  name  of  Galvanifm,  or  the  Gal¬ 
vanic  Influence,  in  honor  of  the  difcoverer. 

Dr.  Vaughan,  of  Delaware,  in  North  America, 
has  publifhed  a  diflertation  on  this  influence, 
which  he  read  fome  time  ago  to  the  Delaware 
Medical  Society,  and  on  this  principle  he  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  beneficial  effefls  of  the  Tra&ors. 

i  :  I 

Senfation  as  he  conceives,  is  dependant  on  this 
influence  thus  pervading  the  fyftem,  (call  it  elecT 
tricity  as  I  have  faid  before,  the  nervous  fluid,  the 

Galvanic 
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Galvanic  fluid,  or  what  you  will)  and  that  a  plea* 
furable  fenfation  is  the  natural  degree  of  that  in¬ 
fluence,  confequently  that  pain,  or  fuperfenfatiort* 

f 

tumefa&ion,  inflammation,  Sec.  are  occafioned  by 
an  extra  degree  or  superabundance  of  it  collected  in 
the  part  ajfetted. 

t 

iC  On  this  principle  (fays  he)  the  problem 
“  (meaning  the  effects  of  the  TraCtors)  admits  of 
“  an  eafy  folution,  namely,  that  the  metals  being 
fufceptible  of  attracting  this  fluid,  conduCl  the 
“  extra  degree  of  energy  from  the  part  affeCted, 
“  to  parts  where  it  is  diminifhed,  or  out  of  the 
cc  fyftem  altogether;  reftoring  the  native  law  of 
66  equilibrium.,  and  thus  curing  the  difeafe.”  And 
upon  this  theory  it  fs,  that  the  inftruments  with 
which  this  effeCt  is  produced,  are  denominated 
66  Tractors.” 

0 

And  as  Dr.  Perkins  firft  difeovered  the  powers 
poffeffed  by  thefe  inftruments,  of  attraCling  this 
(ele&ric  or  Galvanic)  influence,  the  fcience,  in 
honor  to  his  name,  has  been  denominated  “  Per- 

kinean”  Electricity,  (a.) 

C  3  I  addre fs 

( a.)  It  is  not  neceflary  to  my  prefent  purpofe  to  enter 
upon  the  propriety  of  giving  thefe  names  to  the  inftruments, 

or 


v 
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I  addrefs  this  narrative  to  the  public,  and  have 
of  courfe  chofen  to  write  it  in  a  popular  way  v  ith- 
out  applying  the  technical  language  of  the  profef- 
h on,  where  it  was  poffible  to  avoid  it.  It  is  not 
to  difplay  myself  that  I  write,  but  in  the  language, 
of  fimplicity  to  convey  my  fubjeQ:  u  home  to  the 
bufinefs  and  bofoms”  of  the  illiterate  and  the 
afflicted,  as  welltothofe  of  the  phiianthropift,  the 
philofopher,  and  the  phyfician. 

I  believe  a  new  difcovery  in  the  ceconomy  of 
nature  to  have  been  made,  which  is  as  capable  of 
being  converted  to  a  happy  alleviation  of  human 
affli&ion,  as  any  that  has  preceded  it,  and  my 
molt  ardent,  I  might  fay,  my  only  wifh,  is,  that 
the  truth  or  fallacy  of  my  belief  may  be  afcer- 

tainea  by  others.  The  moll  effe&ual  way  of  do¬ 
ing 

*  \  ** 

or  the  fcience  :  or  upon  any  inquiry  into  the  truth  or  fallacy 
of  the  theory  on  which  they  are  founded.  I  cannot  help 
obferving,  however,  that  fome  phenomena,  which  acciden¬ 
tally  occured  to  me,  a  few  weeks  ago,  in  making  fome  ex¬ 
periments  in  Galvanifm,  in  a  great  meafure  manifefted  its 
truth.  Repetitions  of  thefe  experiments,  and  a  profecution 
of  others  which  the  accidents  have>fuggefled,may  enable  me 
at  fome  future  period,  to  eftablifh  or  controvert  it.  Thefe 
experiments  I  fha'll  publifh,  as  foon  as  I  have  time  and  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  go  through  them. 
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ing  this,  that  occurs  to  me,  is  -the  fubmitting  my 
pradice  to  the  teft  of  experiment,  under  the  eye 
of  perfons  capable  of  deteding  the  fallacy,  if  my 

pretenfions  are  unfounded,  and  of  confirming 
them,  if  juft. 

In  order  to  this,  I  propofe  to  operate  on  all 
perfons  afflicted  with  any  of  the  difeafes  here 
enumerated,  in  the  prefence  of  fuch  phyficians, 
furgeons,  or  others,  as  may  be  defirous  of  wit- 
nefling  the  operation ;  and  I  thus  publicly  invite 
them  to  procure  fuch  patients  for  the  purpofe,  as 
may  come  within  their  knowledge. 

The  numerous  Hofpitals,  Infirmaries,  Alms- 
Houfes,  and  other  charitable  inftitutions,  which 
grace  the  populous  city  of  Briftol,  muft  at  all  fea- 
fonsjfurnifh  fit  fubjeds  for  my  pradice;  and  I  will 
readily  and  willingly  attend  the  Diredors  and 
Phyficians  who  have  the  care  of  them,  and  make 
my  experiments  in  their  prefence. 

And  all  fuch  poor  perfons  as  will  come 
to  me  on  Mondays  and  Tuefdays,  between 
the  hours  of  twelve  and  two  o’clock,  at  No. 
48,  Prince’s-ftreet,  Queen-fquare,  Briftol;  or 

C  4  between 
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between  the  hours  of  five  and  feven  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  fame  days,  at  No.  6,  Sion  Row, 
Clifton,  will  be  relieved  gratis,  if  their  cafes 
fall  within  my  praflice ;  and  the  doors  will  be 
open  for  all  medical  and  other  gentlemen,  who 
will  bring  fuch  perfons,  either  for  the  purpofe 
of  afcertaining  the  truth  of  my  pretenfions,  or 
gratifying  their  curiofity. 

But  while  I  ofFer  propofals  fo  convenient  to  the 
poor  and  neceffitous,  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve, 
that  I  expeft  the  regular  fees  of  my  profeffion, 
from  patients  who  may  be  able  to  pay  them. 

In  this  refpeft,  however,  I  fhall  conform  my- 
felf  to  moderation,  and  the  circumftances  of  the 
applicants,  as  far  as  the  charges  of  my  education, 
and  the  expences  of  my  undertaking  and  fituation 
in  life  will  permit. 

In  drawing  up  this  manual,  I  am  not  confcious 
of  having  miftated  fa£ts,  or  that  I  could  have 
made  a  more  candid  propofal  for  bringing  my 
pretenfions  to  a  proper  teft.  And  all  I  can  add  is, 

that  if  any  affemblage  of  medical  or  other  gentle¬ 
men, 
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men,  will  offer  a  plan,  more  likely  to  obtain  the 
end  defired,  I  fhall  hpld  myfelf  bound  in  honor 
and  in  duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  to  co-operate 
'tvith  them  in  any  way  in  my  power. 

'  .  * 

After  witneffing  the  efficacy  of  the  Perkinean 

operation  in  the  cafes  I  have  dated,  and  after 
what  I  have  here  written  on  the  fubjeft,  my  own 
faith  in  the  fcience  cannot  be  doubted.  But, 
having  thus  offered  my  pretenfions  to  the  eye  of 
philofophy,  and  the  ted  of  experiment,  I  am 
fairly  before  the  public ;  and  with  all  the  defe¬ 
rence  due  to  it  from  one  of  the  humbled:  of  its 
members,  confident  of  its  candor,  I  patiently 
await  its  decifion. 

’  %  s  ✓ 

'  /  •  • 

CHARLES  C.  LANGWORTHY, 

Sion  Row ,  Clifton ,  August ,  1798, 
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A  S  it  may  be  gratifying  to  the  curious  to  learn, 
by  what  incidents  Dr.  Perkins  was  lead  to  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  influence,  which  has  been  the  fub- 
je6t  of  the  preceding  pages,  (before  I  proceed 
to  the  flatement  of  fome  other  cafes  which  have 
come  under  my  notice)  I  fhall  lay  before  the  rea¬ 
der,  a  review  of  Mr.  Perkins’s  pamphlet,  which 
appeared  in  the  Briftol  Mercury  of  the  21ft  of 
May  laft,  in  which  thofe  incidents  are  accurately 
noticed. 

“  Perkinean  Electricity,  &c.” 

In  our  Mercury  of  the  7t.l1  inft.  we  prefented 
our  readers  with  a  paragraph  on  the  curious  dif- 
covery  of  Professor  Galvanic  of  Bologna ,  of  the 
influence  of  Metals  on  the  Nerves  and  Mufcles 
of  Dead  Animals,  fo  as  to  excite  the  limbs  to 
a&ion  long  after  they  had  been  fevered  from  the 
body;  and  of  the  hill  more  curious  and  useful 
difcovery  of  Dr.  Perkins ,  of  North  America,  of 
an  influence  of  a  certain  compofition  of  Metals  in 
curing  almofl  every  topical  complaint  to  which 
the  human  frame  is  incident,  by  merely  drawing 

inftrument& 
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inftruments  (by  him  called  Metallic  Trattors) 
formed  of  this  compound,  over  the  parts  affe&ed; 
and  we  added  that  we  hoped  we  fhould  be  able, 
in  a  fubfequent  paper,  to  furnifh  our  readers  with 
fome  Extra&s  from  a  publication  lately  made  by 
a  Son  of  the  Difcoverer,  in  which  an  account  of 
this  difcovery  is  detailed  with  a  variety  of  expe¬ 
riments  evincing  its  exiftence  and  utility. 

We  are  forry  that  the  multiplicity  of  our  ad- 
vertifements,  and  other  important  matter,  will 
not  allow  us  to  do  juftice  to  this  publication; 
but  we  hope  fufficient  will  be  faid  to  excite  the 
curiofity  of  the  philofopher  and  the  anxiety  of 
the  affiiaed  to  perufe  the  original  which  is  ad- 
vertifed  for  fale  by  Meffrs.  Bulgin  and  Sheppard, 
in  this  day’s  paper. 

We  fhall  pafs  the  preface  (which  is  ingenuous 

and  candid  in  the  extreme,)  and  enter  at  once  on 
the  body  of  the  work. 

(i  Dr.  Perkins,  of  Conneflicut,  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  for  many  years  entertained  the  opinion  that 
metals  poffeffed  an  influence  on  the  human  body 
which  had  hitherto  efcaped  the  fcrutinizing  eye 
of  phyfiologifts.  This  opinion  was  the  refult  of 
fome  phenomena,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  his  ex- 
tenfive  pra&ice,  had  accidentally  arrefted  his 
attention.  «  The 
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u  The  firft  remarkable  incident  that  prefented 
itfelf  to  the  notice  of  Dr.  Perkins  was  the  fudden 

contra&ion  of  a  mufcle,  when  he  was  performing 

♦ 

a  chirurgical  operation. — This,  he  obferved,  took 
place  whenever  the  point  of  the  metallic  fub- 

ftance  was  put  in  contafl  with  the  mufcle.  Struck 
with  the  novelty  of  the  appearance,  he  was  indu¬ 
ced  to  try  the  points  of  wood  and  other  fubftan- 
ces ;  and  no  contractions  taking  place  on  thefe 

experiments,  he  thence  inferred  that  the  pheno¬ 
mena  could  be  afcribable  only  to  the  influence 
of  the  metal. 

<c  About  the  fame  time  he  obferved,  that  in  one 
or  two  cafes  a  ceffation  of  pain  had  enfued  when 
a  knife  or  lancet  was  applied  to  feparate  the  gum 
from  a  tooth,  preparatory  to  extra61ing.it;  and 
in  the  fame  year  he  difeovered  that  momentary 
eafe  was  given  in  a  few  inftances  by  the  acciden¬ 
tal  application  of  a  metallic  inftrumertt  to  in¬ 
flamed  and  painful  tumors,  previous  to  any 
incifion. 

;c  While  thefe*  and  a  few  other  cafes  of  a  fimi* 
lar  nature,  in  which  the  perfectly  tranquil  ftate 
ofa  patient’s  mind,  with  every  attending  circum- 

ftance. 
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fiance,  precluded  the  poffibility  of  a  fallacy,  were 
engaging  Lis  attention,  the  news  of  the  late  im¬ 
portant  difeovery  of  Galvani,  the  celebrated 
Profefior  at  Bologna,  relative  to  the  furprifing 
^effeds  of  metals  on  the  nerve  and  mufcular  fibre, 
confirmed  him  in  his  hypothefis. 

“  From  this  period  he  began  to  turn  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  favorite  purfuit,and  fought  witheager- 
nefs  for  fubje&s  which  might  enable  him  to 
afeertain  the  power  of  metallic  influence  when 
applied  to  the  difeafes  of  the  human  body* 

“  In  the  courfe  of  an  extenfive  pra&ice  thefe 
were  frequently  found,  on  which  he  never  failed 

to  make  fuch  experiments  as  were  calculated  to 

accomplilh  his  objeft. 

*  * 

u  He  proceeded  to  make  inftruments  of  what; 
are  called  the  perfed  metals  as  well  as  of  the  bafe 
ones,  and  likewife  of  various  compound  metals, 
and  tried  them  all,  fometimes  with  lefs  and  fome- 
times  with  more  fuccefs,  than  he  had  ever  hoped 
or  expended.  Thefe  experiments  he  continued 
feveral  years;  convinced  from  what  he  had  al¬ 
ready 
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ready  noticed  that  he  was  right  in  his  principle, 
and  ardently  hoping  that  further  experiments  and 
obfervations  would  enable  him  to  apply  it  to  the 
alleviation  of  human  affliClion,  and  the  general 
benefit  of  mankind. 

«  The  refult  corroborated  and  indeed  ex¬ 
ceeded  his  moft  fanguine  expectations ;  for  he 
difcovered  that,  by  drawing  over  the  parts  af- 
feCted  in  particular  directions  certain  inflruments 
which  he  formed  from  metallic  fubftances  into 
certain  fhapes,  he  could  remove  chronic  rheuma- 
tifm,  fome  gouty  affeCtions,  pleurifies,  inflamma¬ 
tions  in  the  eyes,  eryfipelas,  and  tetters ;  violent 
fpafmodic  convulfions,  as  epileptic  fits;  the 
locked  jaw;  the  pain  and  fwelling  attending  con- 
tufions  ;  inflammatory  tumours;  the  violent  pain 
occafioned  by  a  recent  fprain  ;  the  painful  effefts 
of  a  burn  or  fcald  ;  pains  in  the  head,  teeth,  ears, 
bread,  fide,  back,  and  limbs;  and  indeed  moff 
kinds  of  painful  topical  affeCtions,  which  came 
under  his  care  and  obfervation.  The  inflruments 
producing  thefe  effeCts  are  called  TRACTORS. 


“  At 
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“  At  this  period,  viz.  about  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1795,  Dr.  Perkins  was  chairman  of  the 
Medical  Society  in  the  county  of  Windham,  and 
was  its  firft  reprefentative  in  the  general  Medical 
Convention,  which  conftituted  him  a  Fellow  of 
the  ConneBicut  Medical  Society. 

“  To  this  Convention  he  foon  after  reported 
his  difeovery,  and  perhaps  from  its  novelty,  and 
apparent  fimplicity,  this  report  was  received  by 
fome  with  doubt  and  caution,  and  by  others  even 
with  contempt.  The  firft  impreftion  on  thefe 
gentlemen  was,  that  the  operation  of  the  Metallic 
Influence  was  a  mere  revival  of  Animal  Magnetism. 
He  was,  however,  requefted  to  make  a  further 
communication  at  the  enfuing  meeting,  which 
was  to  convene  fix  months  afterwards. 

u  The  fubjeft  at  this  time  began  to  excite  pub¬ 
lic  attention  and  general  curiofity.  By  thofe  only 
who  had  feen  or  experienced  the  effe&s  of  the 
Traitors  were  they  credited,  while  thofe  who 
judged  only  from  rumour  confidered  the  metal¬ 
lic  operation  as  a  renewal  of  Mesmer's  treatment, 
and  the  fhafts  of  ridicule  were  thrown  at  the  dif~ 
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coverer,  as  the  reviver  of  his  exploded  pra&ice. 
With  thefe  men  Dr.  P.  was  fuppofed  to  have  loft 

i 

his  fenfes;  and  his  hypothefis,  which  they  have 
fince  honorably  acknowledged  to  be  founded  on 
reafon,  and  fupported  by  experiment,  was  then 
efteemed  the  delufive  dream  of  chimerical  pro- 
je&ion. 

«  Shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Convention,  to  which  I  have  juft  referred, 
Dr.  P.  influenced  by  the  advice  of  his  friends, 
and  defirous  of  being  fituated  in  a  more  extenfive 
field  for  exhibiting  his  difcovery,  repaired  to 
Philadelphia.  The  public  hofpitals,  alms-houfes, 
infirmaries,  and  other  inftitutions  which  ornament 
that  populous  city,  and  do  honor  to  its  inhabitants, 
prefented  excellent  opportunities  for  making  ex¬ 
periments  on  a  variety  of  new  cafes,  and  fubjeft- 
ing  his  hypothefis  to  a  feverer  teft.  As  Congrefs 
was  now  in  feflion,  he  performed  his  operations 
^  not  only  in  the  pre fence  of  the  moft  eminent  phy- 
ficians,  but  alfo  before  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
perfonages  of  the  Union.  Gen.  Wafhington,  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States,  convinced  of  the 

importance  of  the  difcovery,  from  experiments  in 

,  his 


his  own  family,  availed  himfelf  of  its  advantage? 
by  purchafing  a  fet  of  the  Tra&ors  for  their  ufe. 

“  The  Chief  Juflice  of  the  United  States,  feve- 
ral  of  the  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  in  Con- 
grefs,  and  other  literary  chara£ters,  honored  the 
difcoverer  with  their  attendance  at  a  great  variety 
of  his  experiments,  as  well  as  the  medical  gentle¬ 
men  of  Philadelphia  and  its  neighbourhood. 


66  In  the  prefence  of  fuch  honorable  and  ac- 
complifhed  Judges,  Dr.  Perkins  operated  at  the 
hofpitals,  Sec.  on  patients  affli&ed  with  pains  and 
inflammations  in  almoft  all  their  variety,  and  I 
believe  to  the  general  fatisfa&ion  and  furprife  of 
the  fpe&ators.  Difeafes  of  the  molt  obftinate 
nature,  which  had  baffled  medical  art,  were  re¬ 
moved  by  the  Metallic  Tra&ors,  and  many  per- 
fons  of  an  advanced  age,  who  had  been  crippled 
for  years  with  the  chronic  rheumatifm,  were,  in 
feveral  inftances,  perfe&ly  cured. 

“  By  moll  of  thofe  who  witneffed  the  furprifing 
#ffe&s  of  thefe  operations,  the  difeovery  was  con. 
fidered  as  one  of  the  molt  happy  and  important 
that  has  ever  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  man- 

D  kind. 
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kind.  The  many  ftubborn  and  indifputable  fads, 
which  demonllrated  that  the  operations  had  no 
lirnilitude  whatever,  to  Animal  Magnetifm,  began  - 
to  remove  prejudices,  and  gain  it  reputation.” 

Mr.  Perkins  then  goes  on  to  detail  various  op- 
pofitions  his  father  had  to  encounter,  and  enters 
intoMr.Mefmer’s  dodrine  of  Animal  Magnetifm, 
and  the  report  made  by  the  Committee  (with  Dr. 
Franklin  at  their  head,  and  Mr.  Levoifier,  one 
of  the  Members)  appointed  by  the  late  King  of 
France  to  examine  and  report  on  it. 

This  he  does  with  a  view  of  combating  the 
oppofitions  made  to  his  father’s  difcovery,  by  a 
number  of  medical  men  in  America,  who,  it 
feems,  without  examination,  or  feeing  a  fingle 
experiment  performed,  had  pronounced  it  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  miferable  attempt  to  revive  the 

exploded  pradice  of  Animal  Magnetifm. 

* 

By  this  review  he  draws  very  linking  contrails 
between  the  pradice  of  Mr.  Mefmer  and  that  of 
his  father,  and  (hews  that  the  effeds  produced  by 
the  former  were  not  owing  to  any  newly  dif- 

covered 
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covered  Jaw  or  principle  in  nature,  as  he  preten¬ 
ded,  but  folely  afcribable  to  the  influence  o $  com¬ 
pression^  imitation)  and  imagination and,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  his  father’s  praftice,  he  afks,  “  Can  the 
imagination  cure  a  gout  ?— remove  the  fpafms  of 
an  epileptic  fit,  when  the  patient  is  divefted  of 
every  exercife  of  reafon;  or  the  contraftions  of 
a  locked  jaw  ?  Can  imagination  remove  pains 
and  inflammations  of  the  eyes  ? — reduce  tumors ,  as 
the  quinsy ,  biles,  and  whitlows  ? — remove  the  fe- 
vere  inflammations ,  pains ,  and  tumors ,  occafioned 
by  the  stings  and  bites  of  poifonous  infefts  ?— or 
of  burns  and  scalds ,  and  thofe  on  an  infant  ? _ or 

inflammations  of  ring-worms,  tetters,  and  erysipelas  ? 
— Or  can  imagination  cure  the  lamenefs  of  a 
brute  ?  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  affli&ions  which 
the  TraElors  generally  cure. 

Mr.  Perkins  then  adverts  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  Conne&icut  Medical  Convention  on  this  fub- 
je£t,  and  introduces  part  of  an  ingenious  difler- 
tation  read  by  the  Prefident  of  that  Society,  at  a 
general  Meeting,  on  Galvanifm  and  his  father’s 
difeovery,  which  may  with  propriety  be  termed 
Perkinifm,  or  (as  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to 

D  a  denominate 
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denominate  it)  “  Perkihean  Electricity,”  and  tri¬ 
umphs  in  the  viftory  which  his  father  finally 
obtained  over  his  oppofers. 

After  a  variety  of  defultory  obfervations,  he 
introduces  about  fifty  pages  of  experiments,  made 
with  the  Tra6lors,  by  fome  of  the  moll  diflin_ 
guifhed  philofophers,  phyficians,  and  divines  of 
North  America,  the  fuccefs  of  which  almofl 
flaggers  belief. 

The  firfl  is  an  experiment  communicated  by 
Mr.  Meigs,  Profeffor  of  Natural  Philofophy  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Newhaven,  North  America,  by 
which  it  appears  that  his  fon,  who  was  attacked 
by  44  a  complaint  of  the  peripneumonic  kind,  at- 
44  tended  with  a  violent  pain  in  the  left  fide,  ac* 
44  companiedwith  ahigh  fever  anda  fevere  cough, 
<4  and  who  had  been  confidered  in  great  hazard 
<4  by  Dr.  Munfon,  his  phyfician,  was  perfectly 
44  cured  by  the  application  of  the  TraCtors  in  a  few 
44  minutes 

Mr.  Woodward,  Profeffor  of  Natural  Philo¬ 
fophy  in  the  Univerfity  of  Dartmouth,  North 

America, 
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America,  commmunicates  feveral  cures  effected 
by  him  ;  among  which  are,  a  violent  pain  in  the 
foot,  proceeding  from  a  fprain;  and  a  cuticular 
difeafe  common  in  North  America,  called  there 
the  u  Salt  Rheum,”  being  a  kind  of  herpes,  re- 
fembling  the  itch,  but  not  contagious  and  more 
local. 

Dr.  Vaughan,  of  Delaware,  communicates 
ieveral  extraordinary  cures  effected  by  him, 

*w 

among  which  is  the  cafe  of  Ci  a  young  man  who 
u  had  fallen  nearly  fifteen  feet  on  the  edge  of  an 
16  open  ended  hogfhead,  and  received  a  confide- 
66  rable  contusion  in  the  umbilical  region  with 
“  tumefaction. — I  bled  him  three  times  (fays  Dr. 
“  Vaughan)  to  little  purpofe ;  but  after  about 
“  two  minutes  operation  with  the  TraClors ,  he  ex- 

claimed  in  extacy, 6  I  am  well — I  am  well — 
tc  my  pain  is  gone  !’ — The  pain,  however,  re- 
“  turned  in  a  lefs  degree,  but  in  thirty  or  forty 
“  minutes  went  off  entirely,  and  he  went  to  work 
i6  as  ufual.” 

Y  .  *  \  -  _  '  ’  -  *• 

James  Glover,  Efq.  an  eminent  pot-afh  manu¬ 
facturer,  communicates  a  cafe  of  one  of  his  men, 

D  3  whofe 


whole  eye  had  been  fo  badly  fcalded  by  boiling 
ley,  that  he  had  defpaired  of  its  ever  recovering. 

i 

u  After  the  TraClors  had  been  ufed  a  few  mi- 
u  nutes,  (fays  Dr.  Glover)  he  was  able  to  open 
<4  his  eye,  and  with  two  applications  only  it  was 
66  entirely  free  from  pain  and  inflammation,  and 
cc  in  a  fhort  time  was  perfectly  well.” 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Morfe,  the  author  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Geography,  communicates  a  great  many 

* 

cafes,  among  which  he  enumerates  “  the  painful 
«  effeCts  of  the  fling  of  a  wafp  entirely  removed.’' 

The  Rev.  Do6tor  Spring,  communicated  the 
cafe  of  a  young  gentleman,  who  for  flxteen  years 
had  been  fo  afflicted  with  the  rickets ,  that  he  could 
not  bend  his  body  fo  as  to  reach  the  ground,  en- 

tirely  cured. 

Mr.  Edwards,  the  DiftriCt  Attorney  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  communicates  a  cure  ef¬ 
fected  in  lefs  than  an  hour  on  a  lady  who  had 

V 

been  a  perfeB  cripple  in  the  rheumatism  for 
fourteen  weeks. 
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Mr.  Warner,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  from  the  city  of  New  York,  communicates 
a  cure  effe&ed  by  him  in  lefs  than  an  hour  on  a 
lady,  who,  from  a  fpecies  of  nervous  fever,  u  was 
u  in  fo  feeble  a  ftate  as  not  to  be  able  to  help 
cc  herfelf;  had  fo  violent  a  pain  in  the  head  and 
eyes,  that  {he  could  not  bear  the  light ;  her 
u  jaws  fo  much  contra&ed  that  fhe  was  unable  to 

<c  open  her  mouth ;  and  the  root  of  her  tongue 
u  Swelled  to  fuch  a  degree  that  fhe  fpoke  with  the 
“  greateft  difficulty.” 


After  giving  upwards  of  fifty  pages  of  experi¬ 
ments  (from  which  perhaps  we  have  not  been 
very  judicious  in  our  extra&s)  fuccefsfully  made 
in  a  variety  of  dreadful  difeafes,  and  reported  by 

i 

men  of  elevated  Situations,  the  author  obferves, 
that  his  father  has  not  yet  publiffied  the  theory  on 
which  the  effe&s  ftated  in  the  experiments  are 
produced;  but  (fays  he)  “  We  certainly  ought 
66  not  to  rejeft  a  pra&ice  which  produces  falu- 

u  tary  effe&s,  becaufe  we  know  not  how  it  pro- 
u  duces  them.  We  do  not  lay  afide  the  Mariner’s 

m 

44  Compafs  becaufe  we  cannot  affign  a  reafon  why 
44  the  needle  is  direfted  towards  the  poles !” 

Nisi  utile  est  quod  dulce,  stulta  est  gloria. 


D4 
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The  Treatife,  however,  concludes  with  fome 
cxtra&s  from  a  publication  of  Dr.  Vaughan,  en- 
titledj  “  Obfervatioris  on  Animal  Ele£lricity,”  in 

which  that  gentleman  feems  to  inlift  that  moft 
topical  complaints  are  produced  by  an  extra  de¬ 
gree  of  electric  fluid ,  nervous  fluid,  or  some  other 
influence ,  which  is  extracted  by  the  application  of 
Dr.  Perkins s  Metallic'  Traitors;  and  to  this 
theory  Mr.  Perkins  himfelf  as  he  advances  no 
other,  may  be  faid  tacitly  to  affent. 

We  fhall  only  add,  that  we  think  Mr.  Perkins's 
book  defervesthe  attention  of  the  inquifitive^the 
learned,  and  the  humane,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
affli&ed  and  the  phyfician  ! — And  although  we 
have  not  been  able  to  notice  a  tenth  part  of  its 
contents,  we  think  we  have  faid  enough  to  fhew, 
that  either  a  new  and  happy  principle  in 
nature  is  a&ually  difcovered,  or  that  a  more 
daring  attempt  at  impofition  on  credulity  was 
fcarcely  ever  attempted. 

To  afcertain  the  truth,  or  deteft  the  fallacy  of 
Mr.  Perkins’s  pretenfions,  is  therefore  certainly 
worthy  the  efforts  of  the  Philofophers  of  Europe! 

a  Bristol  Mercury ,  21  st  May ,  1798." 

EXPERIMENTS- 
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EXPERIMENTS. 

THE  preceding  review  of  Mr.  Perkins’s 
pamphlet  was  inferted  in  the  Briftol  Mercury, 
with  a  view  of  exciting,  in  the  minds  of  the  medi¬ 
cal  men  of  Briftol,  a  fpirit  of  inquiry  into  its  pre- 
tenfions,  as  a  prelude  to  the  propofal  with  which 
I  have  clofed  the  pamphlet  to  which  this  is  an¬ 
nexed. 

Since  that  period,  I  have  my felf  fettled  at  Brif¬ 
tol,  in  the  purfuit  of  the  fubjeft ;  and,  befides  the 
two  extraordinary  cafes  before  ftated,  have  met 
with  many  others  in  which  I  have  fuccefsfully 
applied  the  Perkinean  operation. 

Among  them  fome  will  be  found  important ; 
and  none,  in  my  humble  conception,  unworthy  of 
notice.  Before  I  proceed  to  detail  them,  I  fhall 
obferve  that  in  the  cafe  partly  ftated  at  page  1 6, 
(which  was  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Bowring,wife  ofWm. 
Bowring, Efq.  of  Nevis,)  ( a.)  acure  was  perfected, 

and 

fajl  beg  leave  here  to  exprefs  the  obligation  I  am  under 
both  to  Mrs,  and  Mr.  Bowring,  not  only  for  the  polite  man¬ 
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and  the  parts  which  appeared  gangrenous,' inftead 
of  Houghing  off,  returned  to  their  healthy  ftate  * 
and  {he  left  No.  4,  Dowry  Parade,  where  (he 
lodged  when  under  my  care,  without  any  appear¬ 
ance  of  mortification,  inflammation,  or  tumefaction 
remaining  on  her  foot. 

I  fhall  now  proceed  with  the  cafes. 

CHRONIC 

uer  in  which  they  complimented  me  for  the  cure,  but  alfo 
for  the  handfome  way  in  which  they  have  fpoken  of  it,  and 
for  the  many  refpeftable  patients  I  have  had,  and  (till  have, 
through  their  recommendation. 


.  ’  j  . 
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CHRONIC  RHEUMATISM, 

Attended  by  Nervous  Affcdlions. 

THE  CASE  OF 

i  ►  -  „  * 

r 

Mrs.  Arbuthnot,  widow  of  the  late  John  Ar- 
buthnot,  Efq.  Infpe&or  General  of  the 
Linen  Manufa&ure  in  Ireland. 

Mrs.  Arbuthnot  had,  for  fix  years,  been  afflic¬ 
ted  with  a  Chronic  Rheumatifm,  attended  sene- 
rally  by  a  coldnefs  and  torpidity  in  all  her  limbs, 
and  frequently  with  nervous  affe&ions  of  fo  very 
diftrefling  a  nature,  that  her  life  was  confidered 
in  great  danger.  She  had  confulted  feveral  me¬ 
dical  men  in  Ireland  to  little  purpofe  ;  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  year,  came  over  from 
that  kingdom,  and  reforted  to  the  waters  of  Bath. 
— From  thefe  fhe  received  no  benefit,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Hotwells  of  Briftol,  the  waters  of 
which  were  alike  inefficacious. 

Having  the  honor  of  her  acquaintance,  fhe 
ftated  her  cafe  to  me,  and  I  advifed  her  to  try 
the  Tra&ors;  and,  having  inftru&ed  her  how  to 

ufe 


them,  left  a  fet  with  her,  that  fhe  might  operate 
on  herfelf,  or  get  fome  female  friend  to  do  fo, 
when  the  pains  were  moll  violent. 

S  '  V 

She  found  herfelf  much  better  after  a  few  ope¬ 
rations,  and,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  fhe  was 
fo  much  recovered,  that  fhe  returned  me  the  in- 
if  ruments  with  the  following  polite  note  : — 

“  Sir, 

cc  I  return  you  the  Tra£tors  which  you  were  io 
obliging  as  to  lend  me  for  the  purpofe  of  remo¬ 
ving  the  Rheumatic  pains  with  which  I  had  been 
afflicted.  I  have  applied  them  for  feveral  fuc- 

ceffive  mornings,  during  which  time  the  pains 
gradually  abated,  and  are  now  entirely  removed. 
I  beg  you  will  accept  my  thanks  for  the  relief 
they  have  given  me,  and  am,  Sir, 

£i  Your  obliged  humble  Servant, 

“ANN  ELIZ.  ARBUTHNOT.” 

•  -  *  -  • 

Dowry-square,  3 d  July,  1798. 

Mrs.  A.  now  purpofed  removing  to  the  fea 
fhore,  with  a  view  of  ftrengthening  her  habit  by 
fea-bathing  ;  and  in  order  to  prepare  herfelf  for 

this, 
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this,  took  the  tepid  Bath,  which  {he  intended  gra¬ 
dually  to  let  down  to  the  temperature  of  the  fea 
water. 

This  experiment  unfortunately  brought  on 
her  Rheumatic  pains,  and  the  nervous  affedtions, 
as  violently  as  ever.  She  had  a  fecond  time  re- 
courfe  to  the  Tra&ors,  and  in  the  fpace  of  a  fort¬ 
night,  the  pains  were  entirely  removed,  and  her 
nervous  complaint  fubfided. 

The  above  is  a  true  ftatement  of  my  cafe. 

ANN  ELIZ.  ARBUTHNOT. 

'  THE  CASE  OF 

Mr.  Bird,  of  Sion  Spring,  or  Upper  Hotwell. 

To  Mr.  Charles  C .  Langworthy ,  Surgeon , 

Sion  Row. 

iC  Sir, 

Obferving  in  the  London  and  Briftol  pa¬ 
pers,  that  fome  communications  of  remarkable 
cures,  made  by  your  Perkinean  pradfice,  are  pub- 
lifhed,  I  beg  leave  to  prefent  you  with  the  en- 
clofed  certificate  of  the  benefit  you  adminiftered 
to  me;  and  if  you  think  it  may  be  of  fervice  to 

your 


your  practice,  or  benefit  to  others  who  may  be 
fimilarly  affli&ed,  to  make  it  public,  you  have  my 
permiffion  to  do  fo,  as  the  bcft  recompence  I  can 
offer  for  the  fervice  you  rendered  to  me, 

4C  And  am,  Sir, 

“  Your  moll  obedient  humble  Servant, 

V  “  THOMAS  BIRD.” 

Upper  Hotwell ,  Clifton , 

August  1,  1798. 


CASE. 

I  had  been  fubjeft  to  violent  rheumatic  pains 
in  my  limbs  for  upwards  of  ten  years,  which  at¬ 
tacked  me  at  various  periods  of  the  year,  and 
fometimes  rendered  me  incapable  of  walking  or 
ufing  my  limbs. 

About  two  months  ago,  I  had  a  return  of  it  on 
a  Friday,  and  by  the  Monday  following,  it  was  fo 
fevere  in  my  right  arm,  from  the  fhoulder  to  the 
wrift,  that  I  could  not  move  it  without  violent 
pain,  and  was  obliged  to  abfent  myfelf  from  duty 
on  that  day,  as  a  Member  of  the  Briftol  Volun¬ 
teers.  It  {till  continued  to  increafe,  and  on  the 
next  day,  having  heard  of  a  new  method  of  curing 
fuch  complaints  by  Mr.  Charles  C.  Langworthy, 

of 
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of  Sion  Row,  I  applied  to  him,  and  he  operated 
on  my  arm.  In  a  few  minutes,  I  felt  the  pain 
gradually  defcend  my  arm  from  the  fhoulder, 
towards  the  hand,  and  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  I  could  lift  my  hand  to  my  head,  and  move 
my  arm  in  all  dire&ions  with  perfeH  eafe.  A 
flight  pain  remained  in  my  wrift  for  a  few  hours, 
which  however  gradually  went  off,  and  I  have  felt 
no  return  fince. 

The  pains  in  general  ufed  to  lafl  me  for  feveral 
weeks,  and  I  am  certain  that  their  progrefs  was 
flopped  and  removed  by  Mr.  Langworthy’s  ope¬ 
ration.  The  operation  was  performed  in  the 
Bar  of  my  Public  Rooms,  and  the  Honorable 
Mr.  Knox,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  who 
were  palling  through  to  my  Reading  Room, 
flopped  and  witneffed  it. 

THOMAS  BIRD. 

Upper  Hotwell,  Clifton , 

August  1,  1798. 

\ 
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«  '  :  ^  .  * 

ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  the  Book-keeper  at  the  Rum¬ 
mer  Tavern,  had  been  afflifted  with  a  violent 
Acute  Rheumatifin,  for  fix  weeks,  which  con¬ 
fined  him  to  his  bed; — he  had  tried  various  ap¬ 
plications  without  effeft. 

I  heard  of  his  cafe,  and  thinking  it  might  offer 
a  fair  experiment  for  the  Tra&ors,  I  mentioned 
it  to  Do&or  O’Conel,  of  Bath,  and  requefted  him 
to  accompany  me  to  his  houfe.  Being  defirous 
to  witnefs  an  operation,  he  politely  complied 
with  my  requeft.  We  found  Mr.  Wheeler  in 
very  violent  pain  in  all  his  limbs,  and  incapable  of 
moving  his  right  arm  to  his  head,  or  taking  up 
the  cup  in  which  his  wife  ufed  to  adminifter  to 
him  his  ufual  drink.  After  a  fhort  converfation 
he  confented  that  I  fhould  try  the  Tra&ors  on 
his  right  fhoulder  and  arm,  which  I  did  by  draw¬ 
ing  them  over  the  deltoid  mufcle,  down  his  arm 
in  the  courfe  of  the  nerve,  to  the  end  of  his  fin¬ 
gers,  which  at  that  time  were  very  much  tumified, 
but  not  inflamed.  At  the  expiration  of  fifteen 

minutes 
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minutes  he  declared  that  the  pains  were  entirely 
removed;  and  to  his  great  aflonifhment,  as  well 
as  to  that  of  his  wife,  and  Dr.  O’Conel,  he  could 
move  his  arm  in  every  direction,  and  taking  up 
the  cup,  he  exclaimed,  “  Look,  look,  I  can  lift  it 
to  my  mouth  with  perfed  eafe.”  He  had  alfo 
violent  pains  in  his  right  thigh,  on  which  I  ope¬ 
rated  about  the  fame  time  as  on  his  arm,  when  he 

4. 

faid  that  he  was  entirely  free  from  pain,  and  ex- 
preffed  a  defire  to  walk,  which  he  did  with  great 
eafe. 

The  next  day  I  called  on  him  again,  when  I 
found  he  had  flept  well,  which  he  had  not  done 
from  the  time  he  was  firft  taken  ill,  to  the  time  I 
faw  him.  The  pains  had  not  returned  in  his  right 
arm,  nor  right  thigh,  but  his  left  thigh  had  been 
for  two  hours  fo  painful,  that  he  was  incapable 
of  moving  it  in  the  leaft  degree.  I  operated  on 
it  fo*  twenty  minutes,  when  the  pain  was  entirely 
removed,  and  he  walked  about  the  room  nearly  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  with  perfed  eafe. 

The  next  day  he  told  me  he  was  much  better, 
but  the  pains  had  not  entirely  left  him.  I  ope- 

E  rated 
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rated  on  all  his  limbs,  and  left  him  quite  eafy. 
Two  days  after,  I  called  again  to  fee  him,  when  I 
was  informed  by  his  wife,  that  he  was  gone  out, 
that  he  was  free  from  pain,  that  his  appetite  was 
good,  that  he  retted  well  at  night,  and  had  no 
other  complaint  than  debility.  When  I  had 
done  with  him,  he  wafhed  himfelf  with  Linimen- 

i 

turn  Saponis,  commonly  called  Opodeldoc. 

v 

He  has  fince  gained  ftrength  and  flefh  very 
rapidly,  and  is  now  quite  well,  and  follows  his 
ufual  occupation  of  book-keeper,  at  the  Rummer 
Tavern. 

The  above  is  a  true  flatement  of  my  cafe. 

THOMAS  WHEELER. 

July  26th ,  1798, 

* 

4  -i.  Jr 
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THE  CASE  OF  -  . 

Mr.  Coward,  Book-keeper  at  the  Bufli,  Briflol. 

To  Mr.  Charles  C.  Langworthy ,  Surgeon , 

Sion  Row . 

;;  Sir, 

64  ^The  following  is  a  flatement  of  my  cafe. 

“  I  was  attacked  with  an  Inflammatory  Rheu- 
matifm  in  my  foot,  which  lafted  three  or  four  days, 
and  gave  me  much  pain;  when  a  gentleman 
came  in  from  Bath  in  one  of  the  flages,  and,  per¬ 
ceiving  my  leg  and  foot  wrapt  up  in  flannel, 
alked  me  what  was  the  matter  with  it.  I  told  him 
I  had  much  inflammation,  fwelling,  and  pain,  in 
my  foot,  and  he  defired  me  to  let  him  try  if  he 
could  not  cure  me  with  Dr.  Perkins’s  Tra&ors. 
I  took  off  my  flannel  and  he  operated  on  my  foot 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  a  perfpira- 
tion  came  on,  over  my  whole  body,  and  I  felt 
quite  eafy.  The  inflammation  difappeared,  and 
the  fecond  day  I  put  on  my  flocking  and  fhoe, 
and  have  felt  no  return  of  pain  fince. 

This  was  in  May  laft, — and  I  write  this  the  23d 
day  of  July,  1798. 

“  W.  COWARD.” 

E  2  INFLAMMATORY 
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INFLAMMATORY  SORE  THROAT. 

THE  CASE  OF 

♦ 

Mrs.  NARES.  (a,) 

Mrs.  Nares  had  for  three  or  four  days  fuffered 
confiderably  from  an  Inflammatory  Sore  Throat, 
which  made  it  very  difficult  for  her  to  fwallow.  By 
ufing  the  Tratlors  once,  for  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  fhe  was  perfe&ly  cured,  and  the  next 
day  flie  fent  me  the  following  note  : 

u  Sir, 

I  am  very  much  obliged  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Tra&ors.  I  drew  them  down  my  neck  as  you 
directed  on  going  to  bed,  flept  well,  and  the  fore- 
nefs  of  my  throat,  which  was  yefterday  fo  trou- 
blefome,  is  now  entirely  removed. 

u  I  am,  Sir, 

fi  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

“  ANNE  NARES.” 

A  SCALD. 

\ 

(a.)  This  Lady  is  the  widow  of  the  late  George  Nares, 
Captain  in  the  70th  Regiment,  who  was  the  fon  of  the  late 
Judge  Nares,  and  brother  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Nares,  who 
married  Lady  Charlotte  Spencer,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough, 


A 
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SCALD. 


Mrs.  Potter,  widow  of  the  late  Major  Potter, 
accidentally  threw  over  one  of  her  hands  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  boiling  jelly.  The  gentleman  who  affifls 
me,  happened  to  enter  her  houfe  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  and  having  heard  of  the  accident, 
begged  permiffion  to  apply  the  Tra&ors.  The 
hand  was  very  much  inflamed,  and  gave  extreme 
pain,  but  vefication,.  in  the  fhort  period  which 
intervened  between  the  accident  and  the  appli- 
cation,  had  not  time  to  take  place.  After  about 
ten  minutes  ufe  of  the  Traftors,  the  pain  and  in¬ 
flammation  began  to  abate,  and  in  lefs  than  half 
an  hour  both  were  entirely  removed,  (a.) 

The  above  is  a  true  ftatement, 

ANN  POTTER. 
Dowry. square,  August  7, 1798. 

E  3  A  CASE 

(a.)  The  effefts  of  negative  Electricity  on  a  burn  orfcald 
are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Perkinean  operation.  This  cir- 
cumftance  was  alfo  difcovered  in  America,  and  is  publithed 
in  the  tecond  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  p.  440  ;  and  as  I  am  not 


/ 


aware 
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A  CASE  OF 

ATONIC  or  NERVOUS  GOUT. 


Elizabeth  Pascall,  a  poor  woman  about 
37  years  of  age,  was,  fourteen  years  ago,  affli&ed 
with  frequent  pains  in  her  ftomach,  attended  by 

flatulency, 

aware  that  the  fa£t  is  very  generally  known,  I  fhall  tranf- 
cribe  the  original  communication  of  Mr.  Vinall,  the  dif- 
coverer. 

Experiments  in  Ele&ncity ,  by  Mr.  John  Vinall. 

cc  Boston ,  May  23,  1790. 

il  Sir, 

<l  In  making  ufe  of  my  large  Ele&rical  Machine  which 
is  conftru&ed  with  both  a  pofitive,  and  a  negative  condu&or, 
the  air  being  humid,  and  confequenlly  unfavorable  for  elec¬ 
trical  experiments,  I  made  ufe  of  a  fmall  iron  pan  with  fome 
coals  under  the  machine,  in  order  to  qualify  the  furrounding 
atmofphere  fo  as  to  anfwer  my  purpofe.  By  accident  I 
burned  my  thumb  with  the  pan,  fo  much  as  to  caufe  me  great 
pain.  Knowing  that  in  fome  inflances  I  had  been  relieved  of 
flight  burns,  by  holding  the  part  affe&ed  to  a  common  fire,  I 
held  my  thumb  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  negative  conduftor^ 
put  the  machine  in  motion,  and  to  my  furprife,  found  that 
in  a  few  feconds  of  time,  the  effefls  of  the  burn  were  deftroy- 
ed ;  my  thumb  perfectly  at  eafe  ;  and  no  blifler  arofe  as 
would  have  been  the  cafe,  if  I  had  not  made  ufe  of  Ele&ricity. 
I  met  with  a  fimilar  inflance  not  long  after  :  I  made  ufe  of 
the  fame  remedy,  and  received  the  fame  benefit* 
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flatulency,  eru&ations,  and  vomitings.  She  con¬ 
tinued  fo  about  fix  years,  when  the  pains  became 
continual,  the  eru&ations  and  vomitings  more 
frequent ;  a  lofs  of  appetite,  reflleffnefs,  want  of 
fleep,  and  fever  enfued,  and  violent  pains  with 
tumefa&ion  came  on  in  her  knees  and  feet,  un¬ 
attended  by  a&ive  inflammation. 

E  4  In 

* 

“  A  few  weeks  after  this  difcovery,  one  of  my  daughters 
fcalded  her  arm,  from  her  wrift  to  her  elbow,  with  the  fleam 
of  a  tea-kettle,  which  produced  a  great  inflammation  upon  the 
part,  attended  with  much  pain,  and  it  is  highly  probable  a 
blifter  would  have  fucceeded.  I  defired  her  to  hold  her  arm 
to  the  negative  conduftor ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  pain 
ceafed,  the  rednefs  fubfided,  and  her  arm  was  perfettly 
cured. 

I  never  read,  or  heard  of  an  experiment  of  this  kind  being 
made  in  Ele&ricity ;  therefore,  I  efteemed  it  my  duty  to  lay 
it  before  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  that  gentlemen 
might  be  induced  to  make  experiments  from  this  hint,  which 
maybe  of  great  fervice  to  mankind,  and  an  improvement  in 
Medical  Elettricity . 

“  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  fentiments  of  efteem, 

“  Sir, 

{i  Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

“  JOHN  VINALL, 

(t  Hon .  James  Bozvdoin9Esq,  President 
of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences 


I 
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In  this  flate  fhe  was  confined  in  her  lodgings 
eight  months  without  medical  aid ;  at  which  period, 
the  pains  in  her  flomach  and  lower  extremities 
becoming  more  violent,  fhe  got  admitted  into  St. 
Peter’s  Hofpital,  and  was  placed  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Griffiths,  the  Apothecary. 

Under  the  attention  of  this  gentleman  her 
fever  foon  abated,  the  pains  became  lefs  and  lefs 
irkfome,  and,  at  the  end  of  three  months,  fhe  was 
difcharged,  free  from  pain,  but  much  debilitated. 

The  pains  in  her  flomach  came  on  again  foon 
afterwards,  with  ficknefs  and  emulations  as  before. 
She  however  labored  on,  till  about  eight  months 
ago,  when  undergoing  fome  confiderable  fatigue, 
the  pains  in  her  flomach  and  vomitings  became 
fo  violent  as  again  to  confine  her. 

»  .  i '  *  ’  4 

She  applied  to  a  charitable  Difpenfary  and 
procured  medicine  which  gave  her  fome  relief, 
and  fhe  remained  better  about  a  fortnight,  when 
the  pains  in  her  flomach  returned  more  violently 
than  before,  and  new  pains  came  on  in  her  fhoul- 
ders,  arms,  and  hands,  her  back,  hips,  knees,  legs, 
and  feet. 


The 


The  volatile  Tin 61  ure  of  Guiacum  was  admi- 
niflered  to  her  for  fome  time,  but  without  giving 
her  any  relief;  and  in  this  fituation  fhe  continued 
nearly  fix  months,  viz.  ‘  until  about  eight'  weeks 
ago,  when  fhe  was  admitted  into  St.  Peter’s  Hof- 
pital,  and  placed  again  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Griffiths,  as  Apothecary,  and  Mr.  Bowles,  as 
Surgeon. 

At  this  time,  fhe  had  violent  pains  in  every 
part  of  her  extremities,  a  prodigious  tumefaflion 
in  the  region  of  her  flomach,  and  high  fever. 
After  being  under  the  care  of  thefe  gentlemen 
above  five  weeks,  the  fwelling  in  her  flomach  in 
fome  degree  abated,  and  the  pains  which  were 
before  fo  generally  diffufed,  fettled  in  her  fhoul- 
ders,  wrifls,  and  fingers,  and  in  her  knees,  atten¬ 
ded  with  much  tumefaflion,  without  aflive 

•  , 

inflammation. 

% 

When  the  preceding  pamphlet  was  drawn  up, 
Dr.  Beddoes  was  informed  oflhe  defire  I  had  of 
fubmitting  the  Perkinean  praffice  to  the  invef- 
tigation  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  Briflol,  by 
aflual  experiment  made  under  their  own  eyes; 

and 


and  that  I  wifhed  to  get  admiflion  into  fome  of 
the  holpitals  for  that  purpofe.  With  that  ardent 
defire  for  afcertaining  the  truth  of  all  pretenfions 
to  utility,  by  which  he  has  long  been  fo  eminently 
diftinguifhed,  he  made  inquiries  among  the  fur- 
geons  of  his  acquaintance  for  fome  fit  fubjeft, 
and  foon  after  informed  me,  that  Mr.  Bowles,  one 
of  the  furgeons  of  St.  Peter’s  Hofpital,  had  at 
that  time  under  his  care,  a  woman  whofe  cafe 
might  offer  a  fair  fubjeft  of  experiment,  and  re¬ 
queued  that  I  would  meet  him  and  Mr.  Bowles 
there,  on  the  20th  of  1  aft  month.  I  did  fo;  and 
the  cafe  of  this  woman  was  the  one  on  which  Mr. 
Bowles  had  fixed  for  the  experiment. 

At  this  time  both  her  knees  were  much  tumified, 
and  her  right  knee  was  nearly  motionlefs. 

Her  wrifts,  hands,  and  fingers,  were  alfo  very 
much  fwollen,  and  fo  perfe&ly  ftiffened,  that  fhe 
could  make  but  little  ufe  of  them.  But  no  a&ive 
inflammation  appeared  on  any  part  of  her  body 
Her  ftomach  was  alfo  much  fwollen. 


She 
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She  was  at  this  period  in  very  little  pain,  but 
faid  that  fhe  had  been  in  violent  pain  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day,  in  her  fhoulders,  arms,  hands,  and 
knees. 

i 

*  .  ,  :  •-  \ 

As  fhe  was  at  this  period  without  any  confide- 
rable  pain,  I  chofe  her  right  knee  on  which  to 
commence  the  operation,  as  the  one  mod  fwollen 
and  lead  capable  of  motion. 

On  this  knee  I  operated  twenty  minutes,  at  the 
end  of  which  period,  fhe  faid  die  felt  a  confide- 
rable  degree  of  heat  in  it. 

I  fhould  have  continued  the  operation  longer, 
but,  as  I  had  fome  appointments  to  keep,  I  was 
content  for  the  prefent,  on  finding  that  the  ope¬ 
ration  had  taken  an  effeft.  (a.) 

2ld. 

(a.)  In  the  enumeration  of  difeafes  made  by  Mr.  Perkins 
(as  appears  by  the  Review,  page  30)  he  fays  that  the  Trac. 
tors  had  been  found  ufeful  in  “  Some  gouty  affe£tions.’’ 
Upon  inquiry,  I  underhand  that  his  Father  did  not  find  them 
fucceed  fo  well  in  nervous  as  inflammatory  gout.  By  the 
ftatement  of  this  cafe  however,  it  will  feem  to  appear,  that 
although  their  operation  is  slow ,  in  comparifon  with  others, 
yet  it  is  much  more  rapidly  efficacious  than  any  medicine  at 
prefent  known. 


*  6  o 

2 1 ft*  The  pains  which  ufually  affli&ed  her  at 
night,  had  in  the  laft,  been  very  inconfiderable, 
and  fhe  had  flept  well  during  the  greater  part  of 
it;  which  flie  had  not  done  before,  from  the 
time  her  prefent  illnefs  commenced  :  at  this  time 

however,  fhe  had  much  pain  in  her  fhoulders. 

% 

After  about  twenty  minutes  operation  on  her 
right  fhoulder,'  the  pain  was  entirely  removed ; 
but  it  remained  in  her  left.  I  operated  on  that 
alfo  about  the  fame  time,  and  fhe  felt  perfe6lly  free 
from  pain.  I  operated  on  her  hands,  fingers, 
knees  and  legs,  in  all  about  an  hour,  when  fhe 
faid  fhe  had  a  fenfation  in  all  the  parts  on  which 
I  had  operated,  refembling  that  which  is  occa- 

lioned  by  the  fling  of  nettles. 

N  .  •’ 
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2 2d.  She  had  remained  eafy  after  the  laft 

operation,  during  the  remainder  of  the  day  and 
night,  had  flept  well,  and  had  but  little  fever. 
Slight  pains  in  her  fhoulders  and  knees,  had  how¬ 
ever,  now  returned. 

I  operated  on  her  fhoulders,  hands,  knees,  and 

/ 

feet,  about  an  hour,  when  fhe  informed  me  that 
fhe  was  free  from  pain.- 


23d. 
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23d.  She  had  refted  well  all  night,  and  had 
been  free  from  pain  in  her  limbs,  but  had  flight 
pains  in  her  ftomach  in  the  morning  when  fhe 
awoke,  which  however,  foon  went  off. 

I  operated  on  her  an  hour,  and  left  her  free 
from  pain  and  fever. 

1  '  • 

24th.  The  pains  had  not  returned  in  the  leail 
degree  in  her  ftomach,,  or  any  of  her  limbs.  The 
fwelling  of  her  ftomach  fubfided ;  her  fever  was 
much  abated;  her  appetite  began  to  return  ;  fhe 
could  walk  with  more  eafe;  and  could  move  her 
right  knee  with  greater  facility  than  fhe  had  been 

able  to  do  from  the  time  fhe  was  ftrft  taken  ill  * 

•  «»  * 

and  had  that  morning  cut  her  bread  for  breakfaft? 

which  fhe  had  not  been  able  to  do  before  for 

•  ^ 

many  months.  I  operated  on  all  her  limbs  for 
one  hour. 

25th.  I  found  the  pains  had  returned  in  a  1 
flight  degree  in  her  knees,  but  it  had  not  preven¬ 
ted  hei  fiom  fleeping.  Having  now  a  gentleman 
with  me,  who  alftfts  me  in  my  pra&ice,  I  deter¬ 
mined  on  our  both  operating  on  her  at  the  fame 
time. 


After 
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After  applying  the  Tra&ors  to  her  left  knee 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  fhe  informed  me 
that  fhe  was  eafy  in  that  knee.  We  then  applied 
our  inftruments  to  the  other,  and  in  about  twenty 
minutes  fhe  faid  fhe  felt  a  general  warmth  all  over 
her  body.  We  then  operated  on  her  hands,  which 
were  a  little  fwollen,  but  not  painful  or  inflamed.  * 

26th.  The  warmth  of  which  fhe  fpoke  yef- 
terday,  was  fucceeded  by  a  tingling  fenfation, 
fimilar  to  that  produced  by  flopping  an  artery,  (a 

fenfation  with  which  mofl  perfons  mull  be  ac¬ 
quainted)  by  letting  the  arm  hang  over  the  back 

of  a  chair,  laying  the  legs  acrofs  each  other,  or 
fimilar  other  occurrences  ;  which  was  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  parts  alone,  on  which  I  had  operated, 
but  was  general  in  every  part  of  her  body,  and  had 
kept  her  awake  during  the  major  part  of  the  night. 
She  had  had  no  return  of  pain. 

27th.  She  had  refled  well ;  her  appetite  in- 
creafed  ;  fhe  had  gained  flrength ;  but  had  flight 
pains  in  her  fhoulders  and  knees.  By  operating 
one  hour  on  all  her  limbs,  fhe  was  greatly  relieved. 


28th, 
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28th.  She  had  refted  perfe&ly  well;  her  ap- 
petite  was  fo  good,  that  fhe  faid  fhe  could  eat  all 
day  long;  had  no  fever,  and  was  in  every  refpe6l 
better;  fhe  could  walk  without  pain,  and  had  the 
ufe  of  her  hands. 

29th.  The  pains  had  returned  in  a  flight  de¬ 
gree  in  her  knees  and  hands,  but  her  fhoulders 
remained  perfectly  free  from  pain ;  fhe  had 
refted  well,  and  was  free  from  fever.  I  operated 
on  her  knees  and  hands  about  one  hour  and  left 
her  eafy. 

30th.  The  pain  had  returned  but  in  a  very 
flight  degree,  in  her  knees,  but  her  hands  were 
perfe&ly  eafy,  and  lefs  fwollen.  I  repeated  the 
operation  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour. 

31ft.  She  had  flept  well  all  night,  and  had 
been  free  from  pain  until  nine  this  mornings 
when  her  fpirits  became  depreffed,  and  much 
pain  came  on  in  her  right  knee,  but  fhe  had  no 
fever.  Her  left  knee  and  hands  were  free  from 
pain,  and  her  ftomach  perfe&ly  well.  A  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  operation  on  her  right  knee  foon 
gave  her  relief,  and  I  left  her  perfe&ly  eafy. 


Her 


6  4 

Her  fpirits  ftill  remained  depreffed,  and  fhe 
wept  daring  the  time  I  was  with  her.  She  gave 
fome  hints  that  her  ffomach  wanted  Tome  cordials, 
and  that  her  appetite  wanted  gratification. 

[When  this  poor  woman  was  put  tinder  my 
care,  all  medicine  was  difcontinued  by  the  medi¬ 
cal  gentlemen  of  the  Hofpital,  in  order  that  the 
experiment  might  be  fairly  made.  A  circum- 
ftance  to  which,  confidering  the  alleged  effefts 
of  the  Perkinean  operation,  I  could  not  objeft. 

I  muft  however  remark,  that  confidering  the 
proximate  caufe  of  this  woman’s  difeafe,  to  be 
debility  and  deficiency  of  vital  energy,  were  fhe 
entirely  under  my  care,  I  fhouldnow  order  fome 
cordial  ftimulants,  nutritious  animal  food  (which 
the  return  of  her  appetite  feems  to  infer  her  fto- 
mach  may  be  able  to  digeft)  wine,  air,  and  ex- 
ercife. 

Of  which  reftorers  and  fupporters  of  the  vital 
powers,  fhe  is  now  unfortunately  deprived.] 

August  iff.  I  hadfo  many  engagements  to  day, 
that  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  vifit  the  Hofpital. 

2d. 


/ 
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ad.  She  had  flept  well  during  the  two  lafi 
nights,  had  been  perfectly  eafy  ever  fince  lopera¬ 
ted  on  her  lafL  She  was  free  from  fever,  and 
had  an  appetite  which  fhe  could  not  gratify. 

Her  hands  had  gained  ftrength,  and  (he  could 
walk  without  the  leaft  uneafinefs. 

3d.  She  continued  free  from  fever  and  pain, 
with  a  good  appetite. 

4th.  I  did  not  fee  her. 

5th.  She  had  no  return  of  fever  or  pain,  but 
ftill  debilitated  and  wanting  nutrition. 

N.B.  I  mentioned  this  to  Mr.  Bowles, 
who  with  great  candor  and  humanity, 
faid  he  would  order  her  good  animal 
food  and  fome  ale  every  day. 

6th.  About  eleven  or  twelve  o’clock  laft 
night,  fome  pains  came  on  in  her  elbow,  but  no 

fever  or  lofs  of  appetite.  The  pains  were  remo- 

* 

ved  by  about  twenty  minutes  operation. 

F  7th, 


7th.  No  return  of  fever  or  pain — appetite 
good. 

Thus  ftands  the  cafe  of  this  woman. 

How  it  may  terminate  I  know  not ;  all  I  can 
fay  is,  that  I  have  faithfully  detailed  it  as  far  as  it 
goes,  and  the  reader  can  form  his  own  conjectures 
on  the  probable  refult. 


The  readinefs  with  which  Mrs.  Arbuthnot,  Mrs. 
Nares,  and  Mrs.  Potter,  gave  me  permiftion  to 
publifh  their  cafes,  demands  my  warmeft  acknow¬ 
ledgments. 

t 

Publicly  to  lead  the  way  in  fupport  of  a  fcience 
fo  novel,  interefting,  and  curious,  by  their  tefti- 
mony  and  their  names,  befpeaks  not  only  all  the 
tendernefs  of  philanthropy,  but  an  independence 
and  noblenefs  of  mind  rarely  to  be  met  with. 

Mr.  Perkins  from  (what  in  my  humble  concep¬ 
tion  is  an  over-ftrained)  delicacy,  declines  to 
publifh  many  interefting  cafes  in  which  he  has 
fucceeded  in  giving  relief,  where  all  medical  aid 

had 


had  failed;  but  he  has  favored  me  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  communications  from  perfons  of  high  re- 
fpeftability,  with  permiffion  to  add  them  to  my 
own. 

NERVOUS  FEVER, 
RHEUMATISM, 

AND 

INFLAMMATORY  GOUT. 

Copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Rev.  Waring  Willet, 
A.  M.  Domestic  Chaplain  to  the  Right  Hon .  the 
Earl  of  Dunmore,  Rettor  of  the  parishes  of  Liston 
and  Stanford  le  Hope ,  in  the  county  of  Essex ,  and 
Minor  Canon  of  St.  Peter ,  Westminster ;  and 
Nehemiah  Spicer ,  Esq.  Overseer  of  the  Infirmary 
or  Poor-house ,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Pancras , 
Middlesex. 

D el ancey -place ,  Hampstead-road , 
May  17,  3798. 

BEING  defirous  of  obtaining  ocular  proof  of 
the  efficacy  of  Mr.  Perkins’s  Traflors,  we  fome 
time  fince  requefted  him  to  accompany  us  and 
fome  other  gentlemen,  for  that  purpofe,  to  the 
Poor-houfe  of  the  pariffi  of  St.  Pancras,  where 

F  2  were 
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were  a  number  of  perfons  afflidled  with  various 
difeafes.  The  Tradtors  were  applied  in  our  pre¬ 
fence  with  fuccefs  upon  a  foldier  who  had  the 
gout  in  both  his  feet.  The  fevere  pain  and  in¬ 
flammation  were  removed  in  a  few  minutes. 
Among  others  who  found  relief,  the  cafe  of  Mrs. 
Sanfefter,  who  had  been  confined  in  this  Poor- 
h'oufe  with  the  rheumatifm  for  feveral  months, 
deferves  particular  notice.  For  fome  weeks  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  application  of  the  Tradtors,  (he  had 
not  been  ab]e,  in  confequence  of  debility  occa- 
fioned  by  the  extreme  pain  in  her  limbs,  to  bear 
her  weight  on  her  feet.  Her  arms  were  fo  affec¬ 
ted  that  flie  could  not  raife  them  fufficiently  high 
to  feed  herfelf,  the  nurfe  being  obliged  to  affift 
her  in  putting  her  food  to  her  mouth.  The  knee 
and  elbow  joints  were  much  tumified  and  infla¬ 
med,  and  from  her  extremely  emaciated  flate  it 
was  believed  fhe  could  not  long  furvive.  In  this 
helplefs  and  diftreffing  fituation  Mr.  Perkins  ap¬ 
plied  the  Tradtors  to  her  right  arm,  which  then 
appeared  to  be  in.moft  pain A  and  in  about  ten 
minutes  the  pains  in  that  arm  were  wholly  re¬ 
moved,  and  immediately  fhe  raifed  it  over  her 
head,  and  could  move  it  with  perfedt  eafe  in  any 

diredtion.  As  the  experiment  was  only  per¬ 
formed 


$ 
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formed  on  one  arm,  and  the  complaint  was  rather 
a  general  one,  extending  to  the  legs  as  well  as  to 
the  other  arm,  the  pain  in  about  24  hours  returned. 
The  Tradors  being  then  purchafed  by  the  fecond 
of  the  under-mentioned,  he  vifited  the  Poor- 
houfe  and  applied  them  himfelf  to  her  knees  and 
arms.  After  four  or  five  daily  applications  fhe 
fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  enabled  to  walk  down 
flairs,  and  into  the  adjoining  yard.  She  con¬ 
tinued  gaining  flrength,  and  is  now  reflored  to 
health,  and  difcharged  from  the  houfe  as  cured. 
The  above-mentioned  under-named  has  ufed  his 
Tradors  fuccefsfully  in  other  cafes  fince  he  poP 
feffed  them.  Among  thefe  a  perfon  of  his  own 
family,  who  has  been  fubjed  to  the  rheumatifm 
for  years,  had  a  few  weeks  fince  a  fevere  attack  in 
the  ankle  and  foot.  The  parts  were  much  fwelled, 
inflamed, -and  in  extreme  pain,  fo  that  the.  foot 
could  not  be  placed  on  the  floor.  The  Tradors 
were  ufed  feveral  times  during  the  day,  and  the 
pain  and  inflammation  were  wholly  removed,  fo 
that  the  perfon  could  walk  with  eafe.  In  the  or¬ 
dinary  attacks  of  this  difeafe  it  has  ufually  con¬ 
tinued  feveral  days. 

(Signed) 

WARING  WILLET,  A.  M. 
NEHEMIAH  SPICER. 

F  3  Extract 
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Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  William  Brian ,  Prepa¬ 
rer  and  Administerer  of  Medicinal  Gases ,  at  his 

Pneumatic  Dispensary ,  Black  Friars  Road . 

*  / 

u  yth  Month ,  1 2th  Day ,  1798. 

On  the  27th  of  the  5th  month,  a  patient  was 
recommended  to  me,  who  for  fix  months  had 
been  afflifted  with  a  very  obftinate  complaint  in 
the  Maxilla  Inferior,  or  Lower  Jaw.  So  great 
was  the  ftrifclure  on  the  maffater  mufcle,  that  ffie 
had  not  been  able  during  that  time  to  open  her 
mouth,  or  take  in  any  food  of  any  kind,  except¬ 
ing  liquids,  in  confequence  of  which,  Ihe  was 
very  much  debilitated.  She  could  with  great 
difficulty  juft  put  her  thumb  nail  between  her 
teeth,  ffie  complained  of  great  weakneft,  Tick, 
head  ach  very  frequent,  hands  and  feet  always 
cold,  particularly  the  latter,  never  any  perfpira- 
tion  in  them,  very  heavy  and  fleepy,  efpecially  in 
an  afternoon.  She  had  been  under  the  care  of 
feveral  of  the  faculty,  and  taken  great  quantities 
of  medicine  without  relief.  A  few  days  before 
this,  a  gentleman  called  to  ftiew  me  Mr.  Perkins’s 
pamphlet  on  the  u  Influence  of  Metallic 
Tractors  on  the  HUMAN  BODY,”  in  which  I 

obferved 


* 
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obferved  many  cafes  afferted  to  be  cured  by  die 
TraHors.  The  gentleman  had  purchafed  a  fet 
them,  and  when  he  called  again,  left  them  with 
me.  I  was  defirous  of  proving  them,  and  thought 
this  a  fair  cafe.  I  ufed  them  as  directed  for  ten 
minutes,  when  to  my  furprife,  flie  opened  her 
mouth  fo  as  to  be  able  to  put  in  her  thumb  fiat 
ways.  I  continued  their  application  another  ten 
minutes,  when  fhe  could  open  her  mouth  fo  far 
as  to  put  in  the  firft  joint  of  her  thumb  length 
ways. 


With  a  view  of  ftimulating  her  fyfiem,  which 
from  the  long  continuance  of  her  complaint,  was 
much  debilitated,  I  adminiftered  the  oxygen  gas 
or  vital  air,  which  fhe  found  gave  her  firength 
and  fpirits.  Next  day  there  was  much  pain  re¬ 
maining  in  the  lower  jaw  and  in  the  place  of  the 
ftriSure,  with  a  little  fwelling,  which  on  ufing  the 
Tra&ors  were  both  removed.  On  the  following 
day  her  mouth  was  quite  well.  The  air  had 
thrown  out  a  great  number  of  pufiu7es  all  over 
her,  and  particularly  on  her  face.  Her  head 
ach  ceafed,  her  feet  became  warm,  with  a  gentle 
perfpiration,  and  her  fleepinefs  was  entirely  re- 
moved.  I  continued  giving  her  the  vital  air 

F  4  until 


until  the  30th.  She  calledabout  a  fortnight  after, 

and  faid  flie  enjoyed  her  health  better  than  {he 
had  done  for  many  years. 

“  WILLIAM  BRIAN.” 

— « ««»» 

Communications  from  Mr.  David  Ogilvy ,  jfun . 
Proprietor  of  the  London  and  Westminster  Circu¬ 
lating  Library. 

6i  London ,  August ,  2,  1798. 

“  Sir, 

u  Agreeably  to  my  promife,  when  I  purchafed 
a  fet  of  your  TraCtors,  I  fhall  do  myfelf  the  plea- 
fure  of  communicating  to  you  the  refult  of  my 
experiments.  The  curiofity  naturally  excited  by 
a  remedy  fo  novel,  and  as  one  might  infer  from 
your  late  publication,  fo  interefting  to  humanity, 
has  led  me  to  place  myfelf  as  much  as  poffible,  in 
the  way  of  procuring  proper  fubje&s  for  the 
TraClors,  and  of  noting  with  attention  their 
effeCts;  that  I  might  thereby  have  a  fair  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  convincing  myfelf  of  the  truth  or  fallacy 
of  the  do&rine  from  my  own  experience.  The 
ultimate  fuccefs  of  thefe  trials,  I  take  great  plea- 
fure  in  declaring,  has  exceeded  my  expectations. 

The 
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The  firft  experiment  I  made  with  the  TraQors, 
was  on  my  mother,  for  a  very  violent  pain  in  the 
head,  and  the  cafe  proved  fuitable  for  the  metal¬ 
lic  influence.  It  maybe  proper -to  obferve,  that 
this  pain  was  the  remains  of  a  gouty  complaint, 
with  which  flie  had  been  troubled  for  feveral  years. 
By  the  advice  of  her  phyfician  flie  had  recourfe 
to  the  Bath  Waters,  about  three  years  fince;  foon 
after  her  return,  the  difeafe,  which  before  at 
times,  affe&ed  her  whole  body,  became  ftationary 
in  her  head.  I  can  only  fay,  that  upon  applying 
the  Tra&ors  agreeable  to  your  dire&ions,  when 
fhe  was  in  violent  pain,  her  head  ach  which  had 
affli&ed  her  very  feverely  and  almoft  inceflantly 
for  upwards  of  two  years,  was  in  about  ten  mi¬ 
nutes  completely  relieved.  The  application  has 
been  once  repeated,  and  however  extraordinaiy 
the  faff,  flie  has  never  experienced  the  pain  fince. 
It  is  now  about  four  months  fince  the  application. 

I  have  lately  had  occafion  to  ufe  them  in  a  cafe 
of  a  bruife,  which  afforded  me  much  fatisfa&ion. 
My  infant  child  by  accident  fell  againft  the  edge 
of  a  chair,  and  received  a  very  fevere  blow  in  the 
forehead.  The  child  appearing  in  great  pain,  I 

applied 
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applied  the  Tra6tors  as  foon  as  poflible,  before  the* 
part  had  fwelled  to  the  extent  that  it  doubtlefs 
would,  if  left  to  itfelf :  She  very  foon  flopped 
crving,  and  the  fwelling  and  inflammation  in  a 
few  minutes  were  hardly  perceptible,  and  nothing 
remained  of  the  wound  but  a  fmall  fear, 

I  have  twice  had  occafion  to  ufe  the  Traflors 
on  myfelf,  once  for  a  fwelling  in  the  face  accom¬ 
panied  with  pain,  and  once  for  the  bite  of  a  gnat. 
My  face,  in  confequence  of  a  cold,  a  fhort  time 
fince,  be  came  very  much  fwelled  and  in  confidera- 
blepain;  onefingle  experiment  removed  the  pain 
and  fwelling.  The  bite  from  a  gnat  was  in  two 
places,  the  one  above,  and  the  other  juft  below 
the  lid  of  one  of  my  eyes;  the  parts  became  very 
foon  fo  much  fwelled,  as  to  completely  dole  the 

eye,  and  on  ufing  the  Tra&ors  a  few  minutes  the 
pain  was  removed,  and  the  fwelling  fubfided  foon 

after. 

I  have  applied  the  Tra&ors  with  equal  fuccefs 
in  many  other  cafes,  once  for  a  Rheumatic  gout; 
for  common  headachs;  but  it  would  be  tedious 
to  detail  every  cafe,  and  indeed  they  do  not  all 
now  occur  to  my  mind. 


You 


\  ou  will  not  infer  from  the  above  flatement 
that  I  have  invariably  lucceeded  in  all  my  ex¬ 
periments,  probably  from  not  paying  fufficient 
attention  to  the  dirctlions  accompanying  the 
Tradors,  which  point  out  the  difeafes  fubjeft  to 
the  metallic  influence,  I  have  often,  no  doubt, 
applied  them  improperly,  and  here  give  me  leave 
to  obierve,  that  you  ought  to  fpare  no  pains  in 
inflruaing  your  purchafers  in  ufing  the  Traaors, 
as  well  as  to  dilcriminate  between  thedifeafe  fub- 
je6l  to  their  influence,  and  thofe  that  are  not, 
otherwife  this  praftice,  like  every  other,  when 
injudicioufly  ufed,  may  lole  credit  unjuftly, 
Wifhing  you  every  fuccefs  in  your  praaicd, 
which  the  difcovery  undoubted 

44  I  remain,  Sir, 

44  Yourmofl;  obedient  Servant, 

V  * 

“  DAVID  OGILVY,  Jun.” 


THE 
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COPY  OF  A  LETTER 

FROM 

Mr.  E.  S.  LANGWORTHY* 

SURGEON. 

Brixharn ,  Devonshire . 

My  dear  Brother, 

THE  cafes  that  I  have  met  with  have  been  but 
few,  but  in  thole  few  they  have  been  attended, 
in  every  inftance,  with  confiderable  benefit. 
The  firft  cafe  in  which  I  have  tried  them  I  will 
give  you  fome  account  of— A  boy  about  14  years 
of  age  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago  was  attacked 
with  a  fever  of  the  typhus  kind,  which  in  a  few 
weeks  terminated  in  a  confirmed  Sciatica:  ftimu- 
lants  were  applied  to  the  part  affe&ed;  fea-bathing 
was  alfo  had  recourfe  to,  and  a  variety  of  medi¬ 
cines  given  internally.  But  all  thefe  means  prov¬ 
ing  unfuccefsful,  he  was  admitted  into  the  Exeter 
Hofpital,  where  he  remained  for  fome  time,  but 
received  no  benefit.  Since  he  was  dilmilfed  from 
the  Hofpital  he  has  continued  to  bathe  in  the  fea, 

by  which  his  general  health  has  been  fomewhat 

mended, 
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mended,  but  the  lamenefs  continued  nearly  the 
fame.  He  is  by  trade  a  thatcher,  and  Ms  fitua- 
tion  in  life  compelled  him  to  purfue  it  in 
the  beft  manner  he  could.  At  this  time  his 
method  of  getting  his  reed  upon  the  houfe  or 
flack  which  he  had.  to  thatch,  was,  by  dividing 
the  bundles  into  feveral  parts,  which  he  placed 
on  a  ladder,  one  at  a  time,  juft  high  enough 
to  be  able  to  fupport  it  with  his  head,  while 
he  held  faft  by  the  ladder  with  both  hands 
in  order  to  bring  up  his  leg,  and  this  was 
the  only  way  that  he  could  afcend.  I  ought 
to  tell  you  that  the  difeafed  limb  is  nearly 
an  inch  and  a  half  fhorter  than  the  correfpond- 
ing  one,  and  confiderably  fmaller ;  and  that  he 
was  fubjeft:  to  violent  pains  on  every  change  of 
weather.  During  the  firft  four  or  five  days  he 
perceived  no  material  benefit  from  the  traclors, 
more  than  that  they  produced  a  pretty  great  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  on  the  fkin,  which  gave  him  a  fenfe 
of  feeling  in  the  limb  more  than  he  had  got  before : 
at  the  end  of  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  he  was  con¬ 
fiderably  better,  and  he  is,  at  thev  time  of  my 
writing  this  to  you,  (which  is  three  weeks  from 
the  commencement  of  the  application)  fo  much 

recovered 
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recovered  that  he  now  carries  his  reedvin  whole  bun¬ 
dles  upon  the  houfe,  holding  them  with  one  hand 
while  he  fupports  himfelf  up  the  ladder  with  the 
other.  Before  the  application  of  the  Tra&ors  he 
could  not  reach  the  ground  with  his  hand  without 
throwing  the  difeafed  limb  behind  him,  but  he 
can  now  (loop  fo  as  to  take  up  any  thing  upon  a 
level  with  his  feet,  and  buckle  both  his  fhoes. 

I  have  operated  upon  him  twice  a  day  when  I 

have  had  an  opportunity,  but  he  often  goes  into 
the  country  too  early  for  me  in  the  morning,  and 
is  frequently  too  late  at  night,  fo  that  he  has  not 
given  the  inftruments  fo  fair  a  trial  as  he  ought. 
He  has  had  no  return  of  the  pain,  even  in  the 
fmalleft  degree,  fmee  the  inftruments  were  firft 

applied. 

The  next  cafe  is  of  a  woman  of  this  place,  who 
had  laboured  under  a  Quinfy  for  feveral  days, 
and  at  length  the  inflammation  and  fwelling  were 
fo  great  that  fhe  could  not  fwallow  any  thing  even 
in  a  fluid  ftate.  I  applied  the  inftruments,  and 
in  lefs  than  five  minutes  fhe  exclaimed  with  great 
joy  that  fhe  was  better,  and  that  fhe  could  fwallow 

her  fpittle,  which  fhe  had  not  been  able  to  do  for 

feveral 
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feveral  days  before:  I  continued  the  application 
about  ten  minutes  longer,  when  a  profufe  perfpi— 
ration  broke  out  all  over  her  face  and  neck5  at¬ 
tended  with  a  confiderable  efflorefcence  on  the 
(kin  in  the  fore  part  of  her  neck;  as  foon  as  I  had 
finifhed  the  application  fhe  fat  down  and  made  a 
hearty  breakfaft.  The  next  morning  the  pain 
returned  in  a  flight  degree,  but  was  foon  removed 
by  a  little  warm  tea,  nor  had  I  any  occaflon  to 
apply  the  tra&ors  a  fecond  time. 

The  next  was  a  cafe  which  happened  about  ten 
days  iince  to  my  father-in-law,  Mr.  Hoyles,  fur- 
geon  of  Dartmouth,  to  whom  I  had  lent  the  trac¬ 
tors  to  apply  to  his  inflamed  hand  About  three 
o’clock  the  following  morning  he  was  called  up  to 
a  young  woman  in  the  town,  who  was  labouring 
under  a  violent  pain  in  her  fide,  attended  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing;  fhe  had  been  bled  for  the  fame 
complaint  fome  days  prior  to  this  attack, with  fome 
benefit,  but  the  complaint  had  now  returned  with 

•  s  I 

redoubled  violence.  Having  heard  me  fay  that 
the  tra&ors  (which  he  had  then  in  his  pocket)  had 
been  found  ferviceable  in  fimiiar  cafes,  he  fat 
down  by  the  bed-iide  of  his  patient,  (with,  I  be¬ 
lieve. 
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lieve,  but  little  expe&ations  of  Ending  any  good 
effeds  from  their  application)  and  applied  them 
as  I  had  direded  him,  when,  to  his  great  aftonifh- 
ment,  as  well  as  that  of  his  patient,  flie  was  in  five 
minutes  much  eafier,  and  in  ten  minutes  more  fhe 
was  perfedly  relieved,  and  has  remained  well 
ever  Ence. 

Another  cafe  occurred  to  me  on  Sunday  laE : — 
A  woman  had  been  afflided  with  a  violent  rheu¬ 
matic  pain  in  her  head  and  face,  for  fix  weeks. 
The  firft  application  procured  her  a  good  night’s 
reft,  (which  fhe  had  not  experienced  during  the 

whole  of  her  illnefs  before)  and  a  fecond  appli¬ 
cation  removed  the  complaint  entirely.  In  nei¬ 
ther  of  the  above  cafes  has  any  kind  of  medicine 
been  adminiftered. 


Should  you  think  thefe  cafes,  or  either  of  them, 
worth  inferring  in  your  pamphlet,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  make  what  ufe  of  them  you  may  think 
proper.  I  am,  my  dear  brother, 

Your’s  affedionately, 

ELFORD  SPARKE  LANGWORTHY. 
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ERRATA. 

The  Reader  will  pleafe  to  correft  with  his  Pen,  the  following  Errors  of 

the  Prefs. 

Page  7.  line  4.  in  Note,  dele  and.— Page  17.  the  laft  paragraph  of 
the  notes  fhould  have  been  inferted  between  the  firft  and  fecond.  Page 
21.  line  13.  after  of,  read  deflric. — Page  32.  line  23.  befor e  President, 
read  late. — Page  38.  line  4.  for  Dr .  read  Mr.— Page  62.  line  14.  for 
similar  other,  read  other  similar . 


